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T  HE  last  argument  is  taken  from  the  personal  appearances 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as, 

In  the  form  of  a  dove  ;  for  here  every  thing  proves  that  a 
person  is  spoken  of.  He  descends.  He  appears  in  a  visible 
form.  He  comes  upon  Christ,  by  which  he  is  contradistin¬ 
guished  from  all  other  persons,  human  and  divine,  who  were 
present. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  appearance  of  a  dove,  an  irrational 
animal,  can  furnish  no  proof  that  a  person  was  represented ; 
for  when  God  has  at  any  time  chosen  to  assume  a  visible  form, 
it  lias  always  been  that  of  angels  or  men.  But  this  objection 
has  little  force ;  for  it  is  generally  the  case,  that  in  the  sym¬ 
bolical  appearances  exhibited  to  the  prophets,  persons  are  re¬ 
presented  by  animals,  or  even  by  inanimate  things. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  this  appearance  is  in  vain  ad¬ 
duced  to  prove  the  personality  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  seeing  a 
similar  descent,  in  the  form  of  cloven  tongues,  on  the  apostles, 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  was  no  more  than  a  sign  of  miracu- 
VoL.  I....N0.  10.  2S 


I  OR  TflE  EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN  AND  REVIEW. 


oy  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT, 


Trunslated  from  the  Latin  ofF.  A.  Lampe,  S.  T.  P. 


43^1 


EVAiVGEUCAL  GUAllDIAN 


lous  gifts.  But  the  two  cases  are  very  dissimilar  :  for  in  the 
latter  there  is  no  mention  of  any  personal  subject.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  the  passage  in  Acts  ii.  be  examined  with  care,  we  shall 
find  that  it  corroborates  our  doctrine  ;  for  these  cloven  tongues 
proceeded,  as  it  were,  from  one  fire^  and  indicated  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  therefore  it  is  added,  by  way  of 
explanation,  and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
began  to  speak  with  other  tongues  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utter- 
ance. 

By  such  arguments  as  these,  the  Church,  in  all  ages,  has 
been  convinced  of  the  personal  subsistence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Thus  Clemens  Romanus,  Ep.  1.  Ad  Cor.  has  these  words, 

Ov)^t  liOL  ©£oy  ku]  evu  X^/5-ov  •  koc)  a  n^ttvf^ot  j 

Have  tve  not  one  God,  and  one  Christ,  and  one  Spirit  of  grace  ? 
Where  it  is  manifest  that  a  person  is  signified  by,  the  Spirit  of 
grace. 

A  similar  phrase  we  find  quoted  with  approbation  by  Basil. 
De  Sp.  S.  c.  29.  but  we  know  not  whence  it  was  derived. 
The  words  are  these,  Zi?  o  ©fi?,  x,u]  o  ku)  n 

Tifevf4.ct  TO  «7<ov,  God  Hveth,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

Ignatius  Ad  Philadelph.  thus  writes,  “  As  the  false  pro¬ 
phets  and  the  false  apostles  were  inspired  and  seduced,  by  one 
and  the  same  evil  spirit ;  so  the  apostles  and  prophets  received 
from  God  through  Christ,  one  and  the  same  Holy  Spirit,  a 
good,  chief,  and  true  teacher. — And  truly  there  is  one  Para¬ 
clete,  by  whom  Moses  and  all  the  prophets  and  apostles  were 
inspired.” 

Irenceus,  in  a  short  formulary  of  his  faith,  which  occurs. 
Lib.  I.  c.  2.  speaks  as  follows,  The  Holy  Spirit  descended 
upon  the  Son  of  God  made  man,  that  he  might  be  accus¬ 
tomed  to  dwell  with  the  human  race,  and  to  rest  on  men : 
and  to  work  in  them  the  will  of  God,  and  to  renew  them  from 
their  old  state  into  the  newness  of  Christ.”  Again :  “  The 
Holy  Spirit  was  given,  in  order  that  we  might  have  a  para¬ 
clete,  where,  the  devil  expelled  from  heaven,  acts  as  our  ac¬ 
cuser.” 
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Athenagoras  says,  Leg.  Pro.  Christ,  c.  x.  Although  we 
declare  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  actuated  the  prophets,  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  God  as  the  rays  of  light  flow  from  the  sun,  and 
returns  again  to  bis  source,  as  the  light  is  reflected  back  to  its 
origin  ;  yet  is  it  not  wonderful,  that  we,  who  thus  proclaim 
God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
endeavour  to  explain  the  intimacy  of  their  union,  and  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  their  order,  should  nevertheless  be  called  impious 
persons,  and  men  who  acknowledge  no  God 

Tertullian  Jldv.  Praxeam^  among  other  things,  has  these 
words:  ‘‘  Tertius  est  Spiritus,  a  Patre  et  Filio.”  The  Spirit 
is  the  third  from  (he  Father  and  Son  ;  and  cites  as  proof,  John 
xiv.  16. 

The  same  opinion  is  uniformly  maintained  by  the  Doctors 
of  the  third  century ;  not  excepting  Origen^  who,  although  he 
seems  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Arian  doctrine,  yet 
never  called  in  question  the  personality  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

It  is  disputed,  whether  the  Jews,  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour, 
acknowledged  the  third  person  of  the  Trinity.  A  sentence 
from  Epiphanius  has  been  adduced  in  favour  of  the  negative; 
where  he  says,  “  They  do  not  receive  the  Holy  Spirit,  as 
they  are  ignorant  of  him  but  this  he  says  not  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  Jews,  but  of  the  Sarnoiitans  only. 

The  text,  Actsxix.  2.  is  also  adduced  to  the  same  purpose; 
but  we  cannot  infer  from  the  declaration  of  a  few  ignorant 
persons,  that  the  whole  nation  had  never  heard  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  And  we  know  that  John  the  Baptist  did  explicitly 
teach,  that  the  people  should  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Spi-^ 
lit.  The  opinion  of  (irotius  and  Pearson^  therefore,  seems 
not  improbable,  that  these  persons  only  declared  their  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  plentiful  elTusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  had 
been  promised  in  the  preaching  of  the  Baptist ;  that  is,  they 
had  never  heard  that  this  promise  had  been  accomplished.  It 
may  be  granted,  however,  that  the  Sadducecs  did  not  believe 
in  the  Holy  Spirit;  yet  the  text.  Acts  xxiii.  8.  which  has  been 
brought  to  prove  this,  seems  scarcely  to  adn)it  of  such  an  ap¬ 
plication. 
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Some  learneil  men  have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  this 
doctrine  was  not  unknown  to  the  Heathen.  Among  these  we 
find  the  names  of  Grotius,  Gale,  Pfanner,  Cudxvorth,  and 
Iluet,  But  although  the  doctrine  of  the  soul  of  the  world,  and 
the  Platonic  Trinity  aflbrd  some  plausibility  to  this  opinion? 
vet  it  seems  to  me,  that  Christian  doctrine  has  rather  been 
perplexed  and  obscured,  than  illustrated,  by  attempting  to  re¬ 
concile  with  it  these  Heathenish  opinions,  which  have  more 
impiety  in  them  than  is  commonly  apprehended. 

JOR  THR  EVANGKLH  AL  GrARDIAN  AND  REVIEW 

THE  isjniury  of  siyyEns. 

X  O  relieve  the  difficulty  arising  from  the  fact,  that  man  i? 
required  by  the  law  of  God  to  do  what  he  is  unable  to  per¬ 
form,  a  distinction  has  been  made  by  some  valuable  divines, 
between  natural  and  moral  inability. .  When  this  distinction  i^ 
carefully  explained,  and  nothing  more  meant  by  it,  than  that 
man  possesses  the  faculties  of  a  rational  and  moral  being, 
which  render  him  accountable  for  his  conduct;  and  that,  al¬ 
though  all  these  faculties  are  so  corrupted  and  perverted  bv 
the  fall,  that  he  has  become  unable  to  fulfil  the  will  of  God, 
yet  he  is  inexcusable  for  every  breach  of  the  divine  precepts 
to  which  his  depravity  leads  him  ;  it  is  not  likely  to  mislead 
by  making  wrong  impressions. 

But  this  distinction,  thus  temperately  and  carefully  stated 
and  illustrated,  has  been  pushed  by  some  writers  and  preach¬ 
ers  to  an  unwarrantable  length.  They  do  not  hesitate  to  use 
such  unguarded  expressions  as  the  following :  Sinners  have 
full  ability  to  repent  and  believe;  they  have  ample  power  to 
do  the  will  of  God;  he  requires  from  them  nothing  above 
their  strength.” 

Is  this  the  language  of  sober  theology  ?  Can  it  be  justified 
by  an  appeal,  either  to  Scripture,  or  to  Christian  experience : 
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Is  it  not  repugnant  to  both,  as  well  as  to  the  Standards  of  our 
Church  ?  Is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  that  the  use  of 
such  language  will  mislead  the  mind  from  the  truth,  and  foster 
in  sinners  a  spirit  of  self-sufficiency  ?  Does  it  not,  in  fact, 
counteract  the  design  of  that  painful  and  humiliating  work  of 
legal  convictions  and  distressing  terrors,  which  usually  pre¬ 
cedes  regeneration  ;  and  by  which  they  are  made  experiment¬ 
ally  to  feel  how  utterly  unable  they  are  to  emancipate  them¬ 
selves  from  the  thraldom  of  sin,  and  how  entirely  dependent 
they  are  for  this  great  and  necessary  blessing  on  the  sovereign 
and  mighty  grace  of  God  ? 

As  the  fundamental  precept  of  his  law,  Jehovah  proclaims, 

Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with 
all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  might  and  has  any  unregene¬ 
rate  sinner  ability  to  fulfil  this  great  commandment,  in  all  its 
extent,  and  thus  to  keep  the  whole  law^^  W^here  is  the  saint 
living,  sanctified  as  he  may  be  by  the  grace  of  his  God,  who 
having  reached  this  elevated  point  in  obedience,  has  no  more 
reason  to  complain  of  the  languor  of  his  love  ;  no  more  reason 
lo  bewail  the  impotence  of  his  depraved  nature  ?  Greater 
attainments  in  religion  than  those  of  the  holy  apostle  Paul,  it 
k  presumed,  were  never  made  by  any  man ;  and  did  he 
imagine  himself  possessed  of  full  ability  to  keep  the  law  of 
God  perfectly,  when  in  the  bitterness  of  his  spirit  he  ex¬ 
claimed,  “  Oh !  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver 
me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?” 

For  an  answer  to  these  interrogatories,  let  Presbyterians  re¬ 
fer  to  the  Standards  of  their  Church,  and  they  will  find  how'  ex¬ 
plicitly  such  ability  in  any  of  our  fallen  race  is  denied.  In  reply 
to  the  eighty-second  question,  the  Shorter  Catechism  asserts, 

No  mere  man,  since  the  fall,  is  able  in  this  life,  perfectly  to 
keep  the  commandments  of  God  ;  but  doth  daily  break  them 
in  thought,  word,  and  deed.”  In  reference  to  believers,  the 
Confession  of  Faith  (Chap.  xvi.  Sect.  3.)  affirms,  ‘‘Their 
ability  to  do  good  works  is  not  at  all  of  themselves,  but  wholly 
from  the  Spirit  of  Christ.”  The  Larger  Catechism,  in  answer 
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to  the  ninety-ninth  question,  states  it  as  one  use  of  the  moral 
law  to  all  merij  ^‘To  convince  them  of  their  disability  to  keep 
it.”  And  in  reply  to  the  question  relative  to  man’s  ability,  it 
harmonizes  with  the  Shorter  Catechism,  confirming  the  truth 
by  the  introduction  of  a  few  additional  terms.  The  answer  is 
thus  forcibly  stated  :  “  No  mere  man  is  able,  either  of  himself, 
or  by  any  grace  received  in  this  life,  perfectly  to  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God ;  but  doth  daily  break  them  in  thought, 
word,  and  deed.” 

Such  is  the  language  of  that  form  of  sound  words  published 
and  acknowledged  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  as  their  stand¬ 
ard  of  doctrine.  But,  from  the  decisions  of  these  standards,  an 
appeal  may  be  taken  to  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Acknowledging 
the  supreme  authority  of  divine  revelation,  to  which  all  con¬ 
fessions  of  faith  must  do  homage,  we  are  willing  to  meet  the 
advocates  of  man’s  ability  at  that  bar  from  which  can  lie  no 

What  is  the  language  of  inspired  writers  on  this  subject? 
Do  they  express  themselves  in  terms  calculated  to  nourish  a 
self-sufficient  spirit  in  sinneis,  by  ascribing  to  them  an  ability 
to  yield  spiritual  obedience,  whenever  they  may  be  pleased  to 
put  forth  this  hidden  power?  By  no  means.  On  the  one 
hand,  they  assert  and  maintain  the  high  claims  of  Jehovah,  by 
requiring  them  to  repent,  to  believe,  and  to  obey ;  but  on  the 
other,  they  teach  them  explicitly  their  weak,  and  ruined,  and 
helpless  condition  by  nature,  and  their  absolute  dependence 
on  divine  grace  for  the  requisite  ability;  lest,  in  the  pride  of 
their  own  imagined  power,  they  should  postpone  attention  to 
duty,  or,  in  attempting  it,  should  fail,  by  resting  on  them¬ 
selves,  instead  of  looking  to  the  Almighty  for  his' proffered  aid. 

To  the  Jews  our  Lord  said,  “  No  man  can  come  to  me, 
except  the  Father,  which  sent  me,  draw  him;”  and  to  his 
apostles,  when  disclosing  to  them  the  source  of  all  their  fruit¬ 
fulness  in  good  works,  and  of  all  their  ability  to  serve  God, 

Abide  in  me  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit 
of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  :  no  more  can  ye,  except 
ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches.  He 
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that  abideth  in  me  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit :  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.^^^  This  same  truth, 
so  humbling  to  the  pride  of  human  nature,  is  inculcated  in  the 
writings  of  the  apostles.  “  For,”  says  Paul,  ‘‘  the  flesh  lusteth 
against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against  the  flesh  :  and  these 
are  contrary  the  one  against  the  other ;  so  that  ye  cannot  do 
the  things  ye  would.^^f  In  another  place,  he  says,  “  For 
when  we  were  yet  without  strength^%  Christ  died  for  us  and 
the  same  truth  he  inculcates  in  a  subsequent  chapter,  where, 
by  a  figure  of  Scripture,  he  ascribes  the  impotence  of  human 
nature  to  the  divine  law;  “  For  what  the  law  could  not  do  in 
that  it  was  weak  through  the  fleshy  God,  sending  his  own  Son 
in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh.”^ 
The  constant  recollection  of  this  tmth,  so  interw'oven  with  his 
experience,  kept  this  great  man  humble  amidst  the  triumphs 
attending  his  labours :  Not  that  we  are  sufficient  of  ourselves 
to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourselves ;  but  our  sufficiency  is  of  God. 
I  laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all ;  yet  not  I,  but  the 
grace  of  God  that  was  with  me.  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  1  live  by  the  faith 
of  Christ,  who  loved  me  and  gave  himself  for  me.  To  will  is 
present  with  me;  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good,  I 
find  not.” 

So  plain  and  repeated  is  the  decision  of  the  divine  oracles 
against  the  ability  of  man  to  do  the  will  of  God.  This  deci¬ 
sion  will  appear  still  plainer  and  more  conclusive,  if  it  can  be 
shown  from  the  representation  given  in  the  records  of  inspira¬ 
tion  of  the  change  produced  by  divine  grace  in  a  sinner,  that 
2l  new  principle,  or  power  of  action  is  communicated.  How  is 
it  described  ?  It  is  new  life  :  “  You  hath  he  quickened  who 

were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.”||  It  is  a  new  birth : 
“  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be  born  again 
be  cannot  see  the  kin2:dom  of  God.”**  It  is  a  new  creation  : 
‘‘  We  are  his  workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good 
works,  which  God  hath  foreordained  that  we  should  walk  in 


*  John  Tiv.  1.  f  Gal.  v.  17.  J  Rom.  v.  <5.  §  Real.  vui.  3.  (j  EphcF.  ii.  1 
John  iii.  3. 
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them.*’*  Now,  is  it  possible  that  so  vast  and  radical  a  change 
can  be  produced  in  sinful  man,  by  the  mighty  power  of  God, 
without  being  attended  by  the  communication  of  a  new  prin¬ 
ciple  of  action  ?  He  is  born  again ;  he  is  created  anew  ;  he 
is  endowed  with  new  life  }  he  is  made  a  new  creature  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  and  yet  no  new  faculty,  no  new  power  is  given  to 
him  which  he  did  not  possess  before  !  Impossible.  j 

True,  he  retains  essentially  the  same  faculty  of  understand-  I 
ing  which  he  had  previously  to  his  regeneration  ;  but  this  j 
faculty  has  been  so  changed  and  illuminated,  that  an  inspired 
writer  speaks  of  it  as  if  the  sinner  had  no  understanding  be¬ 
fore  :  And  we  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  hath 
given  us  an  understandings  that  we  may  know  him  that  is 
true.”f  “  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  j 
darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.”J 
True,  he  retains  essentially  the  same  faculty  of  will ;  but  this 
faculty  has  been  so  changed  and  influenced  by  divine  grace,  that 
it  has  received  a  new  bias,  and  a  power  to  act  in  a  holy  manner : 

‘‘  It  is 'God  that  .worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his 
good  pleasure. True,  he  retains  essentially  the  same  sys¬ 
tem  of  affections;  but  this  system  has' been  so  renewed,  puri¬ 
fied,  and  elevated,  that  the  change  is  described  as  the  ex¬ 
change  of  one  heart  for  another :  “  And  I  will  take  away  the 
stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of 
flesh. ”11  Can  it  then  be  doubted,  whether  this  spiritual  life,  which 
quickens  every  faculty  of  the  soul,  pouring  light  into  the  un¬ 
derstanding,  infusing  a  holy  bias  into  the  will,  giving  sensibility 
to  the  heart,  and  turning  the  current  of  the  affectfons  from 
earth  to  heaven,  is  a  new  principle,  a  new  power  of  action  ^ 
Animal  life,  and  rational  life,  are  combined  in  the  same  being, 
but  they  are  principles  and  powers  of  action  distinct  and  dif¬ 
ferent  from  each  other ;  and  so  is  spiritual  life  a  principle,  a 
powder,  distinct  and  different  from  both. 

The  testimony  of  experience  on  the  question  harmonizes 
both  with  the  decision  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  with  the  lan- 
^  Ephes,  ii- 10.  "h  1  John  v.  ^0.  t  *2  Cor.  iv,  6.  ^  Phil.  ii.  l.T,  |]  F.zok.  xwvi. 
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guage  ol'  our  standards  of  doctrine.  The  sinner  is  awakened  ; 
be  sets  about  the  work  of  reformation  in  his  own  strength, 
vainly  imagining  he  has  sufficient  for  its  accomplishment. 
Does  the  experiment  justify  his  lofty  notions  of  his  own 
ability  ?  If  he  really  possess  adequate  power,  why  is  he  con¬ 
strained  to  cry  to  God  for  help  and  strength?  Why  beseech 
the  Lord  to  grant  what  he  does  not  need  ?  Pardon  he  cer¬ 
tainly  needs ;  and  for  pardon  he  may  with  great  propriety 
ask  :  but  if  he  possess  ample  power  to  repent,  believe,  and  do 
the  whole  will  of  God,  where  is  the  consistency  in  praying  for 
grace  to  enable  him  to  perform  his  duty  ?  Every  petition  of 
this  kind  surely  contradicts  the  position  controverted.  Ah  ! 
experience  humbles  the  sinner’s  lofty  notions.  He  makes  trial 
of  his  strength ;  he  puts  forth  his  hand  to  the  mighty  work ; 
and  he  finds  his  impotence.  .  The  uniform  result  of  every  ex¬ 
periment  furnishes  a  comment  on  those  memorable  words  in 
which  God,  while  he  teaches  the  sinner  to  despair  of  himself, 
encourages  him  to  hope  in  omnipotent  grace  :  O  Israel, 
thou  hast  destroyed  thyself;  but  in  me  is  thine  help.”* 

When  put  to  the  test  the  faculties  of  sinful  man  prove  in¬ 
sufficient  for  the  work  required  from  him  ;  and  he  learns  the 
mortifying  truth  that  he  is  indeed  unable  to  perforin  his  duty; 
not  from  the  want  of  an  understanding,  but  from  the  want  of 
an  enlightened  understanding  ;  not  from  the  want  of  a  will,  but 
from  the  want  of  a  subdued  and  holy  will ;  not  from  the  want 
of  aflections,  but  from  the  want  of  sanctified  affections.  And 
while  his  rational  faculties  are  thus  disabled  by  sin,  he  finds  it 
as  impossible  to  repent  and  believe,  as  it  is  for  a  paralytic  to 
do  the  actions  he  was  accustomed  to  do  while  his  limbs  were 
sound  and  vigorous. 

Is  the  correctness  of  this  exhibition  of  Christian  experience 
called  in  question  ?  Let  it  be  compared  with  a  statement 
given  by  the  pen  of  inspiration.  Paul,  like  other  natural  men, 
entertained,  before  his  conversion,  lofty  notions  of  his  natural, 
ability.  “  I  was,”  says  he,  “  alive  without  the  law  once 
meaning  that  while  he  was  ignorant  of  the  spiritual  nature  of 
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the  law,  and  of  the  vast  extent  of  its  requirements,  he  doubted 
not  bis  power  to  keep  it,  and  thus  to  merit  its  promised  re¬ 
ward*  But  how  great  a  change  was  produced  in  his  views  by 
the  light  of  the  Holy  Spirit !  How  was  his  pride  abased,  and 
his  impotence  disclosed,  when  the  true  nature  and  wide  de¬ 
mands  of  the  law  were  presented  to  his  mind !  ‘‘  But  when 

the  commandment  came,  sin  revived,  and  I  died.”  Now  the 
experiment  was  made ;  now  his  boasted  ability  was  put  to  the 
test.  What  was  the  result  ?  So  far  from  being  able  to  keep 
this  holy  law,  he  found,  by  woful  experience,  that  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  its  rigorous  demands  to  his  conscience,  served  only 
to  irritate  his  lusts,  to  awaken  his  dormant  sins,  and  to  discover 
to  him  his  deep-rooted  and  dreadful  depravity.  “  Sin,”  he 
confesses,  ‘‘  taking  occasion  by  the  commandment,  wrought  in 
me  all  manner  of  concupiscence  :”  and  thus,  the  command¬ 
ment,  which  was  ordained  unto  life,  he  found  to  be  unto 
death.”* 

It  appears,  then,  whether  the  appeal  be  made  to  the  stand¬ 
ards  of  our  Church,  or  to  the  testimony  of  Christian  expe¬ 
rience,  or  to  the  oracles  of  the  living  God,  that  sinful  man  is 
unable  to  repent,  to  believe,  or  to  do  his  will :  and  it  follows, 
that  the  language  on  which  we  animadvert,  is  a  manifest  de¬ 
parture  from  the  form  of  sound  words  used  both  in  the  Bible, 
and  in  that  book  which  we  acknowledge  as  the  Confession  of  our 
Faith,  and  as  containing  a  correct  exhibition  of  revealed  truth. 

To  justify  themselves,  preachers  who  use  such  language, 
will  recur  to  a  favourite  distinction,  and  say  they  mean,  not  a 
morale  but  a  natural^  ability.  And  why  do  they  not  keep  in 
view  this  distinction  ?  Why  use  such  unqualified  language  ? 
Why  assert  that  man  has  full  ability,  ample  power,  when  they 
intend  only  natural  ability,  in  opposition  to  moral  ability,  of 
which  they  affirm  he  is  destitute  ? 

Moral  ability,  then,  by  their  own  acknowledgments,  is  ne¬ 
cessary  to  the  actual  performance  of  obedience  to  God’s  holy 
will,  as  well  as  natural  ability ;  consequently  the  latter,  sepa¬ 
rate  from  the  former,  is  not  sufficient ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  un- 
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warrantable  to  affirm,  that  sinners  possess  ability,  full  ability 
to  do  whatever  is  required  from  them  by  the  divine  law.  An 
unregenerate  man  has  a  natural  power  to  eat;  God  commands 
him  to  eat  to  his  glory  ;  and  can  this  man  perform  the  action 
of  eating  in  a  holy  manner,  while  destitute  of  renewing  grace, 
because  he  has  the  bodily  organs  necessary  for  masticating 
his  food  ?  By  no  means :  he  can  eat,  but  be  cannot  eat  to 
the  glory  of  God  :  he  can  do  the  natural  action,  but  he  cannot 
do  it  in  the  holy  manner  in  which  God  commands  it  to  be 
done. 

A  combination  of  two  powders  is  necessary  to  raise  a  certain 
weight.  Here  is  the  human,  and  there  the  mechanical,  power; 
1  assert,  there  is  full  power  to  raise  the  weight.  Remove  the 
human,  and  leave  the  mechanical  power,  or  take  away  the 
mechanical  and  leave  the  human  power ;  I  assert  there  is  not 
power  to  raise  the  weight. 

But  what  is  meant  by  this  natural  ability  in  sinners  to  do 
the  will  of  God  ?  Does  it  mean  no  more  than  that  they  are 
endowed  with  the  faculties  of  understanding,  will,  and  affec¬ 
tions,  and  are  therefore  accountable  creatures }  This  is  the 
signification  attributed  to  the  phrase  by  Fuller,  Smalley,  and 
others.  Our  objection  to  the  use  of  this  phrase,  when  em¬ 
ployed  to  denote  the  possession  of  these  faculties,  shall  be 
stated  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  essay.  At  present  our  de¬ 
sign  is  to  expose  the  impropriety  of  maintaining  that  sinners 
have  full  ability  to  do  all  that  is  required  of  them  by  the  law 
of  God. 

If  the  possession  of  these  faculties  constitute  the  ability  of 
sinners,  then  they  must  be  in  such  an  unimpaired  state  as 
really  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
without  the  aid  of  any  other  power,  or  the  mode  of  speaking 
adopted  by  some  divines,  cannot  be  justified  ;  because  an 
ability  that  is  not  sufficient  to  perform  any  work,  certainly  can¬ 
not  be  denominated,  with  any  propriety  of  speech,  full  ability, 
ample  power.  But  the  advocates  of  this  phraseology  allow 
the  understanding  to  be  blind,  the  will  rebellious,  and  the  affec¬ 
tions  perverse ;  and  moreover  maintain,  that  till  sinners  be 
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born  again,  regenerated  in  a  supernatural  manner,  created 
anew  by  Almighty  power,  they  never  will  repent,  never  will 
believe,  never  will  obey.  Now,  if  these  faculties  must  undergo 
a  supernatural  change  before  sinners  can  obtain  that  moral 
ability  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  them  to  do 
their  duty,  what  becomes  of  their  full  ability,  their  ample 
power  ?  That  the  unregenerate  possess  the  faculties  belong¬ 
ing  to  human  nature,  which  make  them  accountable  creatures, 
no  one  denies  :  this  is  not  the  question  at  issue  ;  it  is  one 
widely  different, — Whether  they  possess  full  ability  to  do 
whatever  is  required  of  them  while  all  these  faculties  are  cor¬ 
rupted,  disordered,  and  enfeebled  by  sin  ?  This  is  the  ques¬ 
tion.  If  they  be  endowed  with  such  ability,  then  they  know 
their  duty  in  all  its  extent,  and  their  understanding  is  not 
blinded ;  if  they  be  endowed  with  such  ability,  then  their 
hearts  are  free  from  enmity,  and  burning  with  supreme  and 
intense  love  to  God  :  because,  without  such  knowledge  of  duty 
and  such  love  to  God,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  his  holy  law : 
and  to  affirm  a  man  to  be  possessed  of  present  ability  to  keep 
the  law  perfectly,  and  at  the  same  time  to  affirm  that  he  is 
ignorant  of  its  requirements,  and  destitute  of  love  to  the  su¬ 
preme  Lawgiver,  is  a  contradiction ;  for  the  law  requires  him 
this  moment  to  know*  his  duly  fully,  and  to  act  from  perfect 
and  unabating  love  to  God.  But  for  such  knowledge  and 
such  love  in  unregenerate  sinners  they  do  not  contend  ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  allow  them  to  be  at  once  destitute  both  of  the 
one  and  the  other:  why,  then,  wHl  they  use  language  so 
grossly  improper  as  that  wdiich  we  censure  ;  and,  in  opposition 
to  their  own  acknowledged  principles,  assert  that  men,  blind 
in  their  understandings,  and  in  their  hearts  opposed  to  God, 
possess  full  ability,  ample  power  to  fulfil  all  his  good  and  holy 
will ! 

Compare  this  ability  with  the  work  it  has  to  perform.  The 
law  requires  them  to  know  the  Lord ;  but  they  know  him  not! 
The  law^  commands  them  to  love  God  with  all  their  hearts ; 
hut  enmity  reigns  in  their  hearts !  The  law  requires  them  to 
how  their  wills  submissively  to  its  supreme  authority  ;  but 
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their  wills  are  rebellious  !  The  law  commands  them  to  centre 
all  their  affections  on  Jehovah;  but  their  affections  are  cen¬ 
tred  on  the  world  !  When  ignorance  shall  become  the  source 
of  knowledge,  and  enmity  the  parent  of  love  ;  when  obedience 
shall  spring  from  rebellion,  and  order  from  disorder,  as  their 
natural  fruits ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  true,  or  con¬ 
sistent,  to  affirm,  that  an  unregenerale  sinner  has  full  ability  to 
keep  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

To  maintain  that  fallen  man  has  ability  to  do  the  whole  will 
of  God,  is  to  maintain  that  he  has  an  ability  superior  to  that 
of  Adam  in  his  primeval  state  of  innocence  and  holiness. 
When  our  first  parent  came  fresh  from  the  creating  hand  of 
(jod,  light,  and  love,  and  order  reigned  in  all  his  faculties  ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  his  obedience,  he  had  to  struggle  with  no 
inward  darkness,  or  disorder,  or  corruption.  Free  from  every 
defect  and  weakness,  his  powers  were  perfectly  equal  to  the 
work  required  from  him  by  the  law  of  his  God. 

With  such  ability  was  the  first  man  blest ;  and  less  than  this 
could  not  have  been  pronounced  sufficient.  Have,  we  ask, 
his  posterity  such  ability  ?  Are  their  faculties  in  this  perfect 
state  ?  All  are  depraved  by  sin  :  darkness,  enmity,  and  dis¬ 
order  reign  in  the  soul.  And  yet  with  faculties,  thus  corrupted 
and  enfeebled,  it  is  asserted,  that  fallen  man  has  ability  to  do 
the  whole  will  of  God  ;  and,  in  fact,  to  do  more  than  was  re¬ 
quired  from  our  great  progenitor,  wdiile  rejoicing  in  the  full 
possession  of  all  those  noble  and  holy  endowments  with  which 
he  was  enriched  by  the  munificence  of  his  Creator :  for  he  is 
commanded  to  convert  himself, — to  make  himself  a  new 
heart, — to  rise  from  the  dead, — and  to  become  a  new'  crea¬ 
ture  !  How  extravagant  the  assertion  !  All  this  is  his  duty, 
because  his  Maker  requires  it  from  him ;  but  the  work  far 
transcends  his  ability,  and  can  be  accomplished  only  by  the 
mighty  power  of  God.  To  convert  the  soul  from  sin  to  holi¬ 
ness, — to  take  away  the  stony  heart,  and  give  a  heart  of  tleslu 
— to  raise  the  sinner  from  the  dead, — and  to  create  him  a  new 
creature  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  adorn  him  with  the  lost  image  of 
Ills  Creator, — is  described  by  inspired  writers  as  the  appro- 
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priate  work  of  Jehovab  :  and  it  seems  surprising  that  sensible 
men,  contemplating  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  attributing  the 
glory  of  it  to  our  God,  and  allowing  it  never  was,  and  never 
will  be,  accomplished  by  any  son  or  daughter  of  Adam,  still 
maintain  the  ability  of  man  to  be  equal  to  it. 

Jehovah  proclaims  to  apostate  man  his  entire  duty,  not  to 
inflate  him  with  lofty  notions  of  his  own  power,  but  to  con¬ 
vince  him  that  he  is  fallen  from  his  primitive  rectitude ;  to 
abase  his  pride,  by  teaching  him  his  impotence  and  vileness ; 
to  awaken  his  fears  by  a  sense  of  his  misery  :  and  that,  feeling 
his  depravity,  his  wretchedness,  and  his  utter  inability  to  fulfil 
the  will  of  God,  or  to  rescue  himself  from  his  deplorable  cir¬ 
cumstances,  he  may  be  constrained  to  look  for  deliverance  to 
that  merciful  Being  whom  he  has  offended,  and  from  whom 
alone  can  come  all-sufficient  aid. 

To  the  preceding  discussion  it  may  be  objected  by  some, 
that  the  term  natural  has  been  used  in  a  sense  different  from 
what  they  choose  to  give  it.  We  mean  by  it,  they  may  say, 
what  it  signifies,  when  we  speak  of  the  natural^  as  distinguished 
from  the  morale  attributes  of  the  Supreme  Being.  Let  us  try 
the  question  on  this  ground  ;  and  inquire  whether  this  signifi¬ 
cation  of  the  term  will  authorize  the  assertion  that  sinners 
have  full  ability  to  do  the  whole  will  of  God. 

It  is  admitted  by  the  objectors,  that  fallen  man  has  not 
moral  ability  to  obey  the  divine  law  :  and  consequently  they 
must  allow  it  to  be  impossible  for  the  unregenerate  to  yield  the 
required  obedience  ;  or  maintain  the  absurd  position,  that  they 
can  keep  the  law  of  love  without  love  in  the  heart,  sei've  the 
Lord  with  a  rebellious  will,  and  delight  in  him  with  affections 
under  the  reigning  influence  of  sin ;  or  that  they  can,  in  a 
moment^  regenerate  and  create  themselves  anew,  and  render 
themselves  perfect,  as  their  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect. 

The  union  of  two  powers,  natural  and  moral,  is  necessary  to 
qualify  a  man  for  yielding  obedience  to  the  divine  law  :  it  fol¬ 
lows,  therefore,  that  if  one  (the  moral  for  instance)  of  the  re¬ 
quisite  powers  be  destroyed,  man  is  no  longer  qualified  to  yield 
obedience.  His  ability  is  gone.  Natural  ability  to  do  natural 
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actions  may  remain ;  but  surely  he  has  lost  the  ability  which 
was  the  result  of  the  union  of  the  two  powers* 

To  illustrate  this  idea,  let  us  recur  to  the  distinction  made 
between  the  divine  attributes  of  the  Supreme.  His  natural 
attributes  constitute  his  power  to  do  natural  actions,  or  actions 
corresponding  to  these  perfections :  his  moral  attributes  con¬ 
stitute  his  ability  to  do  moral  actions,  or  to  do  all  in  a  right  and 
holy  manner.  Now,  (if  the  reverence  due  to  his  glorious 
majesty  will  allow  the  supposition,)  let  us  suppose  the  Deity 
deprived  of  his  morale  while  he  retains  his  natural^  attributes, 
what  would  be  the  result  ?  Manifestly  this :  He  would  still 
possess  the  power  of  doing  natural  actions,  but  he  would  be 
destitute  of  power  to  do  moral  actions.  He  would  be  capable 
of  astonishing  the  universe  by  displays  of  omnipotence,  and  of 
confounding  his  creatures  by  terrible  exhibitions  of  grandeur  ; 
but  he  would  be  incapable  of  acting  in  that  holy  and  just,  good 
and  merciful,  benevolent  and  lovely  manner,  in  which  our  God 
invariably  acts,  and  by  which  he  attaches  to  himself  the  heart 
of  every  intelligent  creature  that  wears  his  image.  To  affirm 
that  such  a  Being  had  ability  to  do  moral  actions,  would  be  a 
gross  violation  of  correct  language. 

The  case  of  man  is  parallel.  When  originally  created,  he 
was  endowed  by  his  Creator  with  natural  ability  to  do  natural 
actions,  and  with  moral  ability  to  do  moral  or  holy  actions  ; 
but  by  his  apostacy  he  was  deprived  of  the  latter,  though  not 
of  the  former :  and  to  assert,  that  man,  in  his  lapsed  state, 
possesses  ability  to  act  in  a  holy,  merely  because  he  retains  the 
power  of  acting  in  a  natural,  manner,  is  indeed  absurd,  and 
setting  aside  the  use  of  moral  power  altogether.  While  his 
heart  remained  pure  and  uncorrupted,  he  had  both  the  power 
of  speech,  and  the  power  of  speaking  in  a  holy  way,  by  using 
his  tongue  to  the  glory  of  its  Maker ;  but  when  his  heart  be¬ 
came  polluted  with  sin,  he  lost  the  latter,  though  he  retained 
the  former,  power  :  he  could  still  do  the  natural  action,  but  he 
could  not  do  it  in  a  holy  manner ;  he  could  use  his  tongue  in 
speaking,  but  he  could  not  use  it,  as  duty  requires,  to  tlie  glory 
of  God. 
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With  this  illustration  the  language  of  our  (Jonfcsbion  of 
Faith  perfectly  accords.  “Man  by  his  fall  hath  wholly  lost 
all  ability  of  will  to  any  spiritual  good  accompanying  salvation ; 
so  as  a  natural  man,  being  altogether  avei*se  from  that  which 
is  good,  and  dead  in  sin,  is  not  ahle^  by  his  own  strength,  to  con¬ 
vert  himself  or  to  prepare  himself  thereunto.”  Chap;  ix. 
Sect.  3.  And,  what  is  more  important,  the  statement  har¬ 
monizes  with  the  language  of  Holy  Scripture,  as  will  appear 
from  the  texts  cited  in  support  of  this  article  in  our  Confession  : 
and  as  several  of  them  have  already  been  used  in  the  course 
of  this  essay,  we  shall  here  quote  only  one  :  “  The  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  against  God :  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of 
God,  neither  indeed  can  be.”* 

In  a  recent  publication,  which  maintains  that  sinnei's  have 
ample  power  to  love  God,  and  full  ability  to  do  his  will,  the 
author  explains  his  meaning  thus  :  “  But  the  ability  which  is 
ascribed  to  them  ought  to  be  distinctly  explained.  It  is  a 
natural  ability  in  distinction  from  a  moral.  By  moral  I  mean 
that  which  has  relation  to  praise  or  blame  and  by  natural  he 
must  mean  that  whicli  bears  no  relation  to  praise  or  blame. 
Here,  then,  he  exliibits  the  nature  of  this  full  ability.  It  is  an 
ability  which  bears  no  relation  to  praise  or  blame  ;  and  yet  this 
is  full  ability  to  do  a  work  which,  in  the  highest  sense,  bears 
relation  to  praise !  What  a  correspondence  between  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  work  and  the  nature  of  the  power  ! 

But  where  shall  w^e  find  this  ability  ^  In  what  part  of  human 
nature  is  it  seated  ^  Is  it  the  understanding,  or  the  will,  or  the 
heart,  or  all  combined  ^  It  can  be  neither  of  these  faculties, 
nor  can  it  consist  in  the  united  force  of  all ;  because  all  these 
faculties  bear  relation  to  praise  and  blame,  and  w’e  are  accounl- 
able  for  the  exercise  of  them.  We  are  not  blanieable  in  having 
an  understanding:  but  we  are  blameable  in  having  a  blinded 
understanding.  We  arc  not  blameable  in  having  a  will ;  but 
we  are  blameable  in  having  a  will  opposed  to  the  will  of  God. 
IV  e  are  not  blameable  in  having  a  heart ;  but  wo  are  blameable 
In  having  a  hard  and  stony  heart.  In  what  then,  does  tliis 
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ibility  consist  f  In  our  bodily  organs  ?  Has  the  sinner  full 
ability,  to  love  and  serve  God,  because  he  has  hands  and  feet, 
eyes  and  ears?  Why,  even  these  organs  bear  some  relation  to 
praise  or  blame,  and  may  be  used  either  “  as  instruments  of 
righteousness  unto  God,”  or  “  as  instruments  of  unrighteous¬ 
ness  unto  sin.”  Indeed,  we  do  not  know  in  what  this  writer 
places  his  full  ability  ;  and  from  his  definition  or  explanation, 
we  should  despair  of  discovering  in  what  faculty,  either  of 
body  or  mind,  it  is  seated. 

The  same  writer  concludes  his  argument  thus :  “  There  is 
no  difficulty  in  the  way,  but  what  you  are  to  blame  for, — none 
therefore  but  of  a  moral  nature, — therefore  no  natural  inability, 
— of  course  you  must  have  natural  power, Here  is  a  show  of 
argument.  Let  us  examine  it,  and  see  if  the  author’s  reason- 
ing  will  abide  the  test  furnished  by  this  syllogism.  If  the  sin¬ 
ner’s  inability  be  moral,  that  is,  blameable,  the  inference  is  just 
that  it  cannot  be  natural,  that  is,  unblameable.  So  far  the 
reasoning  is  sound.  But  is  the  conclusion  logically  drawn  ? 
If  it  is,  then  the  term  natural,  in  the  conclusion,  has  precisely 
the  same  signification  which  it  has  in  the  premises :  in  the 
premises  it  means  unblameable,  and,  consequently,  in  the 
conclusion  it  must  mean  unblameable.  Let  us  then,  give  this 
explanation  to  the  term  in  the  conclusion,  and  it  will  read 
thus :  “  Of  course  you  must  have  natural,  that  is,  unblameable 
power !” 

Once  more  we  ask,  Is  it  logical  to  infer  from  the  want  of 
one  power  the  possession  of  another;  or  does  it  follow,  be¬ 
cause  the  sinner’s  inability  is  blameable,  he  must  have  un¬ 
blameable  power  ^  Can  you  prove  from  the  fact  that  a  man 
has  no  disposition  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor,  that  he 
must  have  plenty  of  money  ^  Alay  he  not  be  alike  destitute  of 
both  i  May  he  not  have  a  bard,  covetous,  unfeeling  heart, 
while  he  is  poor  in  his  outward  estate.^ 

In  every  view  that  has  been  taken  of  this  subject,  the  lan¬ 
guage  on  which  we  animadvert  appears  incorrect ;  and  we 
are  constrained  to  conclude,  that  our  brethren  who  use  it,  either 
do  not  express  their  own  meaning,  or  inculcate  an  error, 
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But  wc  may  be  asked,  Do  you  deny  the  inability  of  slnflers 
to  be  moral  9  We  reply,  If  by  that  term  be  meant  what  is 
inexcusable,  sinful,  we  certainly  do  not;  and,  it  is  presumed, 
nothing  has  been  advanced  in  this  discussion  to  countenance 
any  idea  of  the  kind.  In  this  point  we  unite  with  those  whose 
doctrine  we  condemn ;  and  warmly  inculcate  the  important 
truth,  that  the  sinner  has  no  excuse  for  transgressing  a  holy 
law,  and  being  opposed  in  heart  to  his  glorious  Creator  and 
rightful  Sovereign.  The  law  still  presses  on  him  its  righteous 
demands  in  all  their  extent,  notwithstanding  his  inability,  and 
refuses  to  abate  an  iota  in  favour  of  the  corruptions  of  his  na¬ 
ture. 

A  PRESBYTERIAN. 

[To  be  continued^ 
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2'he  Sabbath  School  Teacher^ s  Monitor :  Being  the  Substance 
of  Two  Addresses  delivered  to  the  Teachers  of  Great  George- 
Street  Sunday  School,  Liverpool,  England;  By  the  Rei. 
Thomas  Raffles  :  And  Letters  addressed  to  the  Southwark 
Sabbath  School  Association,  of  Philadelphia,  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Philadelphia :  published  at  the  Office  of  tbe 
Religious  Remembrancer,  by  John  \V.  Scott,  No.  36  North 
Sixth-Street.  June,  1817. 


F  AMILIES  are  the  fountains  of  society,  and  from  them  is¬ 
sue  streams,  which  cither  refresh  or  pollute  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  Existing  families  are  nations  in  erabr)"0*  The  heads 
of  those  families  are  now  acting  their  part  on  the  stage  of  life; 
—a  few  more  scenes  will  bring  their  labours  to  a  close ;  and 
they  shall  lie  down  in  the  dust  to  rise  no  more,  till  the  heavens 
are  on  fire,  and  the  elements  melt.  When  they  are  gone, 
“  instead  of  the  fathers,  will  rise  up  the  children”  to  occupy 
their  places — to  proclaim  from  the  pulpit  “  the  unsearchable 
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riches  of  Christ” — to  administer  medicine  to  the  diseases  of  the 
body — to  plead  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  in  courts  of  jus¬ 
tice; — and  all  in  their  different  spheres,  to  constitute  “  the  na¬ 
tions.” 

The  instrumentality  of  qualifying  them  for  the  different  sta¬ 
tions  they  are  to  occupy,  belongs  naturally  to  those  who  have 
been  the  instruments  of  their  being ;  and  upon  them,  in  the 
first  place,  rests  the  obligation  of  instilling  into  their  minds 
correct  moral  and  religious  sentiments.  But  the  history  of  all 
nations,  shows  how  lamentably  parental  instruction  has  been 
neglected,  and  how  that  neglect  has  resulted  in  the  interrup¬ 
tion  of  social  order — the  overthrow  of  wise  political  institu¬ 
tions — and  the  prevention  of  the  progress  of  morals  and  civil¬ 
ization. 

This  neglect,  and  those  results,  have  awakened  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Christians,  Philanthropists,  and  Patriots,  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  communicating  instruction  to  the  young  and  rising 
generation — and  an  army  of  these  have  arisen  to  the  help  of 
the  liOrd,  and  of  their  countr) ,  against  the  mighty  and  evil 
effects  of  ignorance, — under  the  humble — but  honourable 
name  of  Sunday  School  Teachers, 

These  persons  began  their  operations  in  England,  and  they 
have  multiplied  their  numbers,  and  extended  their  ranks  and 
their  labours,  until  myriads  of  children  in  Europe  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  who,  but  for  them,  would  have  grown  up  in  ignorance, 
are  now  enjoying  regular  moral  and  religious  instruction.  And 
those  labours  have  already  changed  the  face  of  the  moral 
world.  It  was  a  region  of  darkness,  but  light  has  broken  in 
upon  the  gloom.  It  was  an  uncultivated  wilderness,  covered 
with  briers  and  thorns :  it  now  exhibits  the  regularity  and  fer¬ 
tility  of  a  garden  in  which  trees  are  growing  and  bearing  fruit 
to  the  glory  of  God.  It  presented  on  the  Sabbath,  a  spectacle 
peculiarly  painful  to  the  eye  of  him  that  feared  God,  and  re¬ 
verenced  His  commandments. — Groupes  of  children  traversing 
streets  and  fields,  profaning  that  great  and  venerable  name, 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  casting  contempt  upon  the  institutions 
‘^f  His  hou^^e.  A7>7c  tlio«;e  children  are  collected  in  schools. 
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taught  to  read  their  Bibles,  and  to  repeat  catechisms;  and 
thus  prepared  to  attend  with  profit  the  ministrations  of  the 
sanctuary ;  and  to  employ  those  tongues  which  were  wont  to 
profane,  in  singing  the  praises  of  their  Creator.  Such  good 
effects  have  already  been  produced  from  the  school  instruction 
of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  benefits  still  hoped  from  it  are  incal¬ 
culable.  It  will  fit  the  risrng  generation  for  becoming  respect¬ 
able  and  useful  members  of  community;  for  becoming  the 
props  of  enlightened  governments,  and,  we  hope,  for  becom¬ 
ing  the  ornaments  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  casting 
salt  into  the  fountains  of  society;  and  we  may  therefore 
reasonably  hope  that  their  purity  will  be  preserved,  and  that 
their  streams  will  (low  clear  and  strong  for  the  refreshment 
and  purification  of  at  least  the  inlellcclual  and  moral  worlds. 

The  persons  who  keep  the  mighty  machinery  of  Sunday 
'fchools  in  operation,  deserve  more  credit  than  almost  any 
other  class  of  our  charitable  fellow-citizens : — They  devote 
more  time,  and  are  engaged  in  7norc  important  work.  Other 
associations  meet  once  a  month,  or  a  quarter,  and  perhaps  for 
the  purpose  of  clothing  the  body ;  Sunday  school  teachers  meet 
once  and  twice  a  ivcck,  and  for  the  purpose  of  adorning  the 
mind.  While  therefore  we  say  to  the  managers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  several  charitable  associations,  ye  have  done  well,’’" 
we  say  to  Sunday  school  teachers,  “  ye  have  excelled  them 
all.” 

These  remarks  have  been  elicited  by  a  perusal  of  thf 
Pamphlet  whose  title  is  announced  at  the  head  of  this  article. 

As  soon  as  associations  were  formed  for  communicating 
instruction  on  the  Sabbath  to  the  children  of  those  who  either 
would  not  or  could  not  instruct  them  themselves,  they  arrested 
the  attention,  commanded  the  respect,  and  enlisted  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  learned  and  wealthy  in  every  community. 
Some  declared  themselves  friendly  to  the  object ;  others 
became  apologists  for  the  institution  against  those  who  opposed 
it,  and  others  in  aid  of  the  teachers  contributed  their  counsels 
and  influence.  Among  them,  the  Rev.  Mr.  James,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Raflles  of  Liverpool,  hold  a  distinguished  place. 


The  first  has  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Sunday  school  teacher 
a  most  valuable  “  Guide, and  the  last  a  most  excellent 

Monitor.”  • 

The  last  named  work  consists  of  two  Addresses  delivered  to 
ihe  teachers  of  Great  George-street  Sunday  school,  Liver¬ 
pool,  England. 

In  the  first  address,  Mr.  Raffles  considers — I.  The  %vorlc^ 
and,  II.  The  qualifications  of  Sunday  school  teachers.  .  Under 
the  head  of  qualifications  he  mentions piety  ;  and  the 
means  he  proposes  to  the  teacher  for  the  attainment  of  his 
end,  he  divides  into  preparatory  and  immediate. 

The  preparatory  means  are,  The  establishment  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  correct  and  wholesome  discipline,  and  an  endeavour  (c 
secure  ihe  affections  of  the  children. 

Those  which  are  immediate  are,  Instruction,  example,  and 
prayer. 

The  whole  of  this  address  is  written  in  the  same  style  of 
eloquence  which  characterizes  all  the  productions  of  Mr. 
Raffles  we  have  been  privileged  to  see ;  and  is  calculated  to 
produce  the  most  beneficial  effects  in  the  cause  of  Sunday 
school  instructions. 

The  preparatory  measures  which  the  author  recommends, 
are  admirable,  and  would  amply  repay  any  teacher  the  time 
spent  in  the  perusal.  Lender  the  head  of  immediate  means  of 
communicating  instruction,  the  following  paragraph  would  be 
noticed  by  the  most  superficial  reader  as  containing  the  sound¬ 
est  sentiments,  and  as  expressed  in  a  most  eloquent  manner. 
V.  19. 

The  poor  have  the  Gospel  preached  to  them  ;  and  rising  from 
their  scanty  meal,  and  emerging  from  their  miserable  cellars  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  they  and  their  children  may  hear  of  bread  that  cometh 
down  from  heaven,  and  eat  and  live  for  ever.  Nor  is  there  any 
point  of  moral,  social,  or  sacred  duty,  for  which  the  Bible  does  not 
provide  a  principle,  a  precept,  and  a  pattern.  There  is  no  relation 
of  life  which  has  not  its  due  instruction  and  its  striking  example  in 
the  Bible.  Here  the  father  learns  affection,  the  mother  tender¬ 
ness,  the  child  obedience,  the  friend  sincerity,  the  master  kindness. 


454 


EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN 


the  servant  fidelity.  Its  principles  too  are  powerful,  as  its  precepts 
are  pure,  and  its  examples  bright ;  principles  to  the  apprehension 
and  influence  of  which,  the  minds  of  children  early  and  rapidly 
unfold ;  principles  derived  from  the  nature,  the  claims,  the  per¬ 
fections  of  God  ;  from  the  life,  the  obedience,  the  sufferings  of 
Christ ;  from  the  bliss  of  the  redeemed,  and  the  torments  of  the 
damned.  These  are  scattered  up  and  down  through  the  firmament 
of  revelation  with  an  unsparing  hand  ;  and,  thick  as  the  stars  that 
cluster  in  the  milky  way,  afford  light  and  animation  to  the  traveller 
in  his  path  to  heaven.” 

The  following  passage,  in  which  the  value  of  the  soul  is 
proposed  to  the  teacher  as  a  motive  to  diligence  and  perse¬ 
verance  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  ought  to  be  redeemed 
from  the  fugitive  form  in  which  it  is  published  in  the  pamph¬ 
let  before  us.  It  would  adorn  any  page — do  honour  to  any 
head, — and  could  proceed  only  from  a  heart  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  eternal  things.  May  it  make  that  im¬ 
pression  on  the  mind  of  every  reader,  whether  Sunday  school 
teacher  or  not,  which  its  solemn  importance  demands.  Pp. 
26,  27,  28,  29. 

“  Who  can  estimate  the  value  of  a  single  soul,  an  immortal  soul,  a 
deathless  being?  By  what  standard  will  you  calculate  it?  With 
what  objects  will  you  compare  it  ?  Conceive  of  every  atom  in  the 
composition  of  the  universe,  a  gem.  Could  you  make  the  calcula¬ 
tion  as  many  times  as  there  are  atoms,  and  tell  us  the  mighty  sum, 
it  would  fail,  literally  and  truly  it  would  fail,  to  convey  to  us  any 
adequate  idea  of  the  value  and  importance  of  a  single  soul  :  for 
when  all  this  wealth  were  expended  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 
the  spirit  would  be  still  in  the  dawn  and  infancy  of  its  existence,— 
panting  for  a  felicity  it  could  not  purchase.  Will  you  then  attempt 
the  calculation  and  tell  us  the  amount?  Before  you  pronounce  the 
mighty  sum — pause.  Have  you  considered  the  duration  of  eternity? 
If  you  have  not,  1  adjure  you  ponder  it  ere  you  form  your  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  work  I  now  commend,  and  the  souls  for  whom  I  plead. 
The  abyss,  at  whose  brink  I  shudder  ;  the  ocean,  in  whose  immen¬ 
sity  I  am  confounded  ;  may  be  fathomed,  are  defined — but  eternity ! 
—What  adventurer  ever  stretched  his  pinions  abroad  on  that  abyss, 
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and  returned  to  the  shores  of  time  with  tidings  of  the  opposite 
coast.  ’Tis  a  gulf  that  has  no  bottom  :  an  ocean  whose  billows  ever 
roll  and  never  find  a  strand.  Myriads  of  ages,  upon  myriads  of 
ages  heaped  up,  till  fancy  fails,  and  numbers  are  exhausted,  leave 
the  boundless  waste  of  duration  unexplored.  They  have  deducted 
not  an  atom  from  eternity !  Yes,  these  myriads  of  ages,  that  spirit 
whose  worth  you  are  to  calculate  must  inherit,  while  each,  as  it  rolls, 
adds  to  its  capacity  of  happiness  or  wo,  till  its  sense  of  felicity  or 
pain  is  exquisite  as  the  periods  of  its  duration  are  eternal. 

“  Before  you  form  your  estimate,  look  up  to  heaven.  See  the 
mighty  preparation  making  there  for  its  reception.  What  realms  of 
bliss  for  the  immortal  spirit  to  explore  and  to  possess  !  What  golden 
streets  through  which  to  walk ;  what  palaces  of  pearl  in  which  to 
dwell ;  what  streams  of  celestial  pleasure  of  which  to  drink ;  and 
with  what  crowns  of  costly  gems  to  be  adorned.  Hark !  ’tis  the  song 
of  the  redeemed.  To  Him  that  hath  loved  us^  and  "washed  us  from  our 
sins  in  his  ozvn  bloody  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and 
his  Father ;  to  Him  he  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. — Amen. 
Then  they  strike  their  golden  harps,  and  pour  the  seraphic  strains 
again. 

“  Before  you  form  your  estimate,  look  down  into  hell.  Look 
through  its  dungeons  of  despair,  behold  its  magazines  of  wrath,  and 
see  its  instruments  of  vengeance  play.  Single  out  a  solitary  victim, 
and  listen  to*  his  agonized  complaints — these  chains  for  ever  ! — these 
fiends  for  ever  ! — this  gnawing  worm  for  ever ! — this  quenchless 
flame  for  ever ! — and  then  he  shrieks,  whilst  a  thousand  echoes,  like 
a  thousand  demons  starting  from  their  caves,  reply — for  ever  ! 

“  But  we  will  appeal  to  nobler  principles  than  these.  We  will 
tak^  you  to  Calvary.  You  shall  learn  to  form  your  estimate  of  the 
value  of  the  soul  by  the  price  paid  for  its  redemption.  You  shall 
take  your  station  by  the  cross,  and  fill  your  minds  with  the  idea  of 
the  eternal  Son  of  God  expiring  upon  it.  You  shall  count  the  drops 
that  fall  from  him  in  Gethsemane  and  at  Golgotha,  and  set  a  value 
upon  each.  Ah !  you  cannot  do  it.  Set  a  value  on  the  drops  of 
Jesus’s  blood!  The  attempt  were  bhisphemous !  How  precious 
then  the  soul  for  which  those  drops  were  shed.  The  salvation  of 
that  soul  is  your  aim.  It  is  the  work  of  Jesus,  w  ell  may  it  be  your 
glory.  Angels  would  be  ambitious  of  it,  could  angels  envy,  for  ’tis 
the  delight  of  God.  Such  a  w  ork  as  this  then  must  bear  with  it  its 
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recompense  ;  and  that  recompense  must  needs  be  great.  They  that 
he  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament^  and  they  that 
turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever.” 

The  Second  Address  is  not  written  in  the  same  style  of  elo¬ 
quence,  or  with  the  same  glow  of  feeling,  which  charac^rize 
the  first.  It  consists  of  appeals,  in  the  interrogatory  form,  to 
the  consciences  of  the  following  characters  : 

1.  The  teachers.  2.  Those  who  have  been  teachers, 
but  who  have  resigned  their  office.  3.  Those  who  never  have 
been  teachers.  4.  Those  who  possess  property  and  influence, 
and  have  not  yet  employed  them  in  favour  of  Sunday  schools. 

The  remainder  of  the  little  volume  consists  of  Letters  from 
an  individual  to  the  members  of  the  Southwark  Sabbath 
school  association  in  Philadelphia;  from  the  first  directress 
of  that  association,  in  reply  to  the  individual ;  and  from  her  to 
her  sisters  in  the  good  work,  on  her  leaving  the  city  of  Phi* 
ladelphia. 

On  a  comparison  of  the  initials  J.  W.  S.  affixed  to  the  Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Southwark  Association,  with  the  title  page  of  the 
book  containing  them,  we  suspect  the  publisher  has  announced 
the  name  of  the  author.  Be  he  whom  he  may,  however,  he  is 
a  man  of  a  cultivated  mind ;  and,  judging  from  these  fruits,  a 
man  of  fervent  piety.  His  letters  are  written  in  a  neat  and 
correct  style  ;  and  with  the  exception  of  the  extravagant  length 
of  some  of  the  sentences,  are  in  all  respects  worthy  of  the 
subject. 

The  letters  of  the  First  Directress  manifest  familiar  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  Scriptures,  and  the  exercises  of  a  pious  heart. 
As  addresses  to  real  Christians^  they  are  calculated  to  provoke 
unto  love  and  good  works.  And  if  all  the  teachers  in  South¬ 
wark  Sunday  school  are  such  characters,  these  Letters  were 
peculiarly  appropriate.  But  teachers  in  other  places  are 
not  all  pious.  They  are,  so  far  as  we  know,  very  respectful  to 
religion  ;  but  they  in  many  cases,  we  do  know,  make  no  pre¬ 
tensions  to  the  experience  of  its  power. 

We  therefore  make  this  general  remark  in  its  application  to 


REVIEW. 


457 


these  Letters  and  the  Addresses  which  accompany  them  :  That 
they  may  be  of  use  to  call  the  attention  of  those  who  read 
them  to  the  importance  of  personal  religion,  (and  as  such  we 
most  cordially  recommend  them  to  general  perusal)  but  as 
Addresses  to  Sunday  school  teachers^  as  such,  we  think  they  are 
deficient. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Raffles,  and  his  lay  brother  and  sister  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  in  the  whole  of  what  they  have  written,  go  upon  the 
assumption,  that  all  teachers  are  pious,  or  at  least  ought  to 
be  so ;  and  of  course,  that  they  are  capable  of  estimating  the 
weight  of  evangelical  motives. 

We  are  indeed  to  look,  with  the  greatest  hope  of  success, 
for  well-qualified  Sunday  school  teachers,  among  the  pious. 
All  their  literary  attainments,  their  philanthropy,  their  patriot¬ 
ism,  are  increased  and  sanctified,  by  love  to  God  in  Christ. 
But  as  there  are  teachers  in  New-York  who  are  not  pious, 
and  as  there  are  probably  such  persons  both  in  Liverpool  and 
Philadelphia,  the  book  under  review  would  have  been  better 
calculated  for  general  utility,  if,  like  The  Sunday  School 
Teacher’s  Guide,”  it  had  not  been  exclusively  addressed  to 
pei’sons  of  one  description  of  character. 

The  language  in  which  it  throughout  insists  upon  teachers 
having  personal  piety,  is,  we  think,  too  strong.  However  de¬ 
sirable  and  essential  it  maybe  to  personally,  we  would 

not  pronounce  it  essential  ,to  their  office  as  teachers.  Their 
office  does  not  necessarily  involve  the  communication  of  reli¬ 
gious  instruction  as  from  themselves.  The  lessons  are  pre¬ 
viously  prepared  ;  and  all  that  the  subordinate  teachers,  at  least, 
have  to  do,  is  to  see  that  the  scholars  learn  to  repeat  them  cor¬ 
rectly  :  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  say,  “  Here  is  your  lesson ;  do  you 
know  it  If  not,  allow  me  to  assist  you  in  learning  it.”  Their 
motives  ought,  indeed,  to  be  good  in  teaching,  as  in  every  thing 
else :  for  whether  we  eat,  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  we  do,  we 
should  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  But  if  their  motives  are 
not  good,  we  would  not  therefore  say,  “  begone  from  the 
school,”  any  more  than  we  would  say,  “  till  your  motive  be 
i^oofl  you  are  not  to  eat.”  For  their  motives,  teachers,  as  well 
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as  others,  are  responsible  to  the  heart-searching  God.  IVe 
would  not  insist  that  persons,  in  other  respects  qualified  for 
teaching,  should  remain  from  a  Sunday  school  until  they  give 
evidence  that  God  has  renewed  right  spirits  within  them.  On 
this  subject  we  concur  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  James,  in  a  note  to 
the  second  chapter  of  his  ‘‘  Sunday  School  Teacher’s  Guide.” 
— ‘‘If  I  were  required  to  give  an  opinion  on  this  point,  (whe¬ 
ther  any  but  persons  of  decided  and  tried  religion  should  be 
employed  as  teachers)  I  should  reply,  that  where  a  sufficient 
number  of  such  persons  could  be  selected,  possessed  of  other 
requisite  qualifications,  it  would  be  exceedingly  desirable,  as 
far  more  likely  to  accomplish  the  ultimate  object  of  the  insti¬ 
tution.  Still,  however,  there  are  cases  in  which  no  such  selec¬ 
tion  can  be  made  ;  and  others,  in  which  considerable  ability, 
together  with  devoted  zeal,  though  not  united  with  decision  of 
religious  character,  would  be  exceedingly  useful  in  the  general 
business  of  the  school.  Such  help,  when  it  is  connected  with 
moral  worth,  which  I  hold  to  be  in  every  instance  indispensable, 
is  by  no  means  to  be  refused.'*'^ 

Motives  sufficiently  powerful  may  be  proposed  to  induce 
such  persons  to  commence  and  persevere  in  this  laudable 
employment,  without  dwelling  exclusively  upon  those  which 
can  only  be  appreciated  by  the  people  of  God  ;  and  we  would 
here  take  the  liberty  briefly  to  call  their  attention  to  a  few  of 
them. 

Are  you  friends  to  social  order  7  Engage  in  Sunday  schools, 
that  you  may  be  instrumental  in  teaching  the  rising  generation 
how  to  preserve  that  order.  They  can  learn  this  nowhere  so 
well  as  in  their  Bibles;  and  those  Bibles  will  be  to  them  as  so 
many  sealed  books,  unless  they  are  taught  to  read  them. 
Then  help  them  to  read,  that  in  their  Bibles  they  may  learn 
their  duties  to  their  superiors,  their  inferiors,  and  their  equals. 

Are  you  philanthropists  ?  Suffer  not  so  many  thousands  of 
your  fellow-creatures,  who  have,  without  you,  no  access  to 
moral  or  religious  instruction,  to  remain  in  the  darkness  of 
ignorance — ignorance  of  God — ignorance  of  themselves, — ig¬ 
norance  of  Christ,  and  of  the  final  destinies  of  those  who 
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accede  to,  or  reject,  the  plan  of  salvation  through  him.  Are 
you  patriots^  Do  you  love  the  country  which  gave  you 
birth,  and  in  which  you  enjoy  so  many  civil  (not  to  say  reli¬ 
gious)  rights  and  liberties  ? — and  are  you  not  aware  that  one 
of  the  best  preservatives  of  those  rights  is  the  intelligence  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  i — that  the  better  they  under¬ 
stand  the  nature  of  our  civil  institutions,  the  more  highly  they 
will  value  them?  Do  you  not  know  that  wisdom  and  know'- 
ledge  must  be  the  stability  of  our  times  ?  and  that  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  these  are  diffused,  the  happiness,  the  safety,  the  glory, 
of  our  nation  are  secured?  Then  withhold  not  instruction 
from  those  who  need  it,  when  you  have  an  opportunity  every 
Sabbath  of  communicating  it. 

We  repeat,  that  such  motives  as  these,  in  connexion  with 
those  which  are  exclusively  proposed  by  the  authors  of  the 
book  before  us,  would  have  rendered  their  work  more  gene¬ 
rally  useful. 

We  have  one  more  general  remark  to  make,  and  we  have 
done.  It  is  this:  The  authors  of  the  “  Addresses”  and  the 
‘‘  Letters,”  speak  of  the  effects  which  are  to  be  produced  by 
Sunday  school  teaching  in  such  a  manner  as  would  lead  those 
who  do  not  know  that  they  meant  otherwise,  to  infer,  that 
Sunday  school  teachers  are  likely  to  produce  more  salutary 
effects  upon  the  souls  of  men,  than  the  preachers  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel, — that  their  instructions  almost  supersede  the  ministrations 
of  God’s  house  !  And  as  we  fear  something  like  an  impression 
of  this  kind  is  gaining  ground  among  a  class  of  men  who  have 
more  zeal  than  knowledge,  we  cannot  pass  by  so  favourable 
an  opportunity  of  attempting  to  correct  it. 

The  business  of  Sunday  school  teachers,  without  entering 
into  detail,  appears  to  be  simply  this, — To  teach  their  pupils 
to  read  their  Bibles,  and  to  repeat  their  catechisms  ;  and  thus 
prepare  them  for  attending  with  more  profit  to  the  public 
ministrations  of  God’s  house.  But  they  are  not,  by  any  in¬ 
structions  or  exhortations  they  give,  to  lead  their  little  listeners 
to  think,  they  need  no  other  expositions  of  divine  truth,  or  that 
they  do  not  need  those  expositions  from  a  more  official  and 
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commanding  source.  We  have  no  idea  of  that  cant  which  is 
familiar  to  some  of  the  dissenting  churches  in  England,  and 
a  certain  class  of  pious  laymen  among  ourselves,  “  Let  such 
an  one  exercise  his  gifts.”  We  have  occasionally  witnessed 
such  exercises;  but  in  vain  did  we  look  for  that  which 
did  not  exist.  The  only  gift  exercised  was  the  gift  of 
assurance!  We  therefore  protest  against  any  encroachment 
on  the  ministerial  oflSce.  Sunday  school  teachers  are  a  valu¬ 
able  class  of  philanthropists ;  but  they  must  keep  their  place  : 
they  are  not  to  turn  preachers  without  the  licensure  of  eccle¬ 
siastical  courts.  Till  then  they  must  be  contented  with  what 
is  implied  in  their  title — Sunday  school  teachers. 

Nor  do  we  only  protest  against  all  encroachments  on  the 
ministerial  office  by  Sunday  school  teachers ;  but  also  against 
one  of  the  evils  which  we  fear  has  grown  out  of  the  very 
great  desire  to  be  public  speakers,- which  we  have  reprobated; 
— we  mean  the  practice  of  keeping  the  schools  open  during  the 
hours  allotted  for  public  worship  in  the  house  of  God.  The 
language  which  such  conduct  speaks  is  plain:  IVedouot 
need  the  instructions  of  the  sanctuary  ourselves;  nor  do  the 
children  need  them !  Our  instructions  are  so  much  more 
valuable  than  those  communicated  by  our  teachers,  that  we 
are  justified  in  dispensing  with  them;  and  in  teaching  the 
children  by  our  example  also  to  dispense  with  them!”  And 
the  effect  most  likely  to  be  produced  by  such  conduct  is,  to 
bring  the  ordinances  of  God’s  house  into  general  contempt. 

The  Sabbath  (says  one  of  our  standards)  is  to  be  sanctified 
by  spending  the  whole  time  in  the  public  and  private  exercises 
of  GoiTs  worship,  except  so  much  as  is  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
works  of  necessity  and  mercyJ*^  But  some  teachers,  we  are 
credibly  informed,  take  up  the  whole  time  in  works  of  mercy, 
and  leave  none  for  the  worship  of  God!  Works  of  mercy  do 
not  regularly  and  systematically  occur ;  they  are  always  dis¬ 
tinctly' marked  as  ex  traordinary  providences,  and  it  is  this  very 
thing  which  justifies  them.  To  mark  the  hours  of  public  tvor- 
ship,  therefore,  as  hours  for  school  instruction,  is  to  assume 
the  prerogative  of  the  God  of  providence — is  to  profane  the 


Sabbath  day.  It  is  a  profanation  of  the  Sabbath  to  read  and 
pray  only  at  home,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  attend  upon  those 
ordinances  in  public,  because  is  placing  one  ordinance  of 
God^s  appointment  in  opposition  to  another :  much  more  is  it  a 
profanation  of  the  Sabbath  to  neglect  an  ordinance  of  God, 
for  what  is  no  ordinance  of  God  at  all.  The  intervals  between 
the  hours  of  public  worship  are  amply  sufficient  for  giving  the 
children  all  the  school  instruction  they  ought  to  receive  on  the 
Sabbath.  And  if  they  are  not,  rather  let  the  children  re¬ 
ceive  the  less  instruction,  than  that,  in  receiving  it,  God’s  holy 
commandment  should  be  broken.  We  must  not  do  evil  that 
good  may  come.”  Neglect  of  public  ordinances  to  attend 
Sunday  schools  is  an  evil — is  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath ; 
and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  members  of  churches^  who 
regularly  absent  themselves  from  God’s  house,  for  such  a 
purpose,  are  just  subjects  of  ecclesiastical  censure. 

With  these  remarks  we  dismiss  the  “  Addresses”  and  Let¬ 
ters”  before  us;  pronouncing  them,  on  the  whole,  a  very  valu¬ 
able  companion  to  “  The  Sunday  School  Teacher’s  Guide 
and  recommending  them  as  a  very  excellent  “  Monitor”  to 
all  who  are,  or  ought  to  be,  engaged  in  the  instruction  of 
Sunday  schools. 


RELlGlOy, 

WHATE\TER  definitions  men  have  given  of  religion,  I  can 
find  none  so  accurately  descriptive  of  it  as  this — that  it  is  such 
a  belief  of  the  Bible  as  maintains  a  living  influence  on  the 
heart.  Men  may  speculate,  criticise,  admire,  dispute  about, 
doubt,  or  believe  the  Bible ;  but  the  Religious  Man  is  such, 
because  he  so  believes  it,  as  to  carry  habitually  a  practical 
sense  of  its  truths  on  his  mind. 
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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN  AND  REVIEW. 

Sir, 

I  SEND  to  you  for  insertion  in  your  work  a  number  of  original 
pieces,  in  prose  and  verse,  which  I  have  met  with,  when  lately 
looking  over  my  papers.  They  are  from  the  pens  of  a  number  of 
persons,  and  they  were  communicated  to  me  for  publication. 

AMICUS. 


LINES  BY  A  LADY. 


Return  unto  thy  rest^  O  my  souly 

For  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee,'" 


Why,  O  my  soul,  those  anxious  cares  ? 
Whence  rise  those  dark  foreboding  fears  ? 
Why  hast  thou  wandered  from  thy  rest, 
Darken’d,  beclouded,  and  distress’d  ^ 

Is  thy  Redeemer’s  arm  so  short 
He  cannot  heal  thy  dreadful  hurt  ? 

Or  has  his  ear  so  heavy  grown 
He  cannot  hear  his  children  moan  f 


No — ’tis  thy  dark  besetting  sin. 

Curs’d  unbelief  that  lurks  within, 
Engenders  wild  blasphemous  thought:^. 
Unmeaning  fears  and  impious  doubts. 

’Tis  the  vain  world  that  courts  thy  love 
And  tempts  thine  easy  sense  to  rove ; 
’Tis  bloated  pride  with  haughty  crest, 
That  subtle  foe  to  human  rest. 


These,  these  with  all  their  ceaseless  train, 
Too  oft  usurp  a  hellish  reign ; 

Raise  and  still  swell  the  pond’rous  load 
'Twixt  thee  and  thy  unchanging  God. 
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Who  gave  thee  life  and  being  first, 

Spake  into  form  the  native  dust, 

Stamp’d  his  own  image  on  the  clay. 

And  open’d  life’s  young  dawning  day  ? 

What  power  the  wondrous  union  wrought, 
Call’d  forth  the  wide  expanding  thought, 
Kindled  the  intellectual  rays, — 

Prolific  source  of  ceaseless  praise  ? 

Who  kept  thy  infant  hours  from  harm  ? 
Sustain’d  thee  on  thy  nurse’s  arm  ? 

Who  foster’d  in  a  parent’s  mind 
That  love  so  pure,  that  care  so  kind? 

Who  watch’d  o’er  all  thy  infant  days, 

And  guarded  youth’s  unheeded  ways; 
When  father — mother — both  forsook, 
Who  then  in  mercy  took  thee  up? 

Who  still  from  Nature’s  boundless  stores 
Exhaustless  streams  of  goodness  pours  ; 
And  as  thy  daily  wants  arise. 

Meets  them  with  full  and  large  supplies  ? 

When  pestilence  with  scorching  breath. 
Spreads  dire  disease,  dismay,  and  death. 
And  thousands  drink  the  bitter  cup. 

Who  keeps  thee  in  a  world  of  hope  ? 

Who  sent  his  only  Son  to  bleed. 

That  thou,  from  sin  and  bondage  freed, 
Might  be  in  heaven  a  welcome  guest. 
Thy  last — thy  only  settled  rest  ? 

Who  gave  the  first  repentant  sigh. 

The  first  true  tear  that  wet  thine  eye, 
And  to  a  smiling  mercy-seat 
Oeisjn’d  to  incline  and  sjuide  thv  feet  ? 

o  o  » 
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The  Almighty  God,  who  wields  the  spheres  ! 
’Twas  He  sustain’d  thy  helpless  years  ! 

’Tis  he  supports  thy  length’ning  days  ! 

’Tis  he  demands  thy  ceaseless  praise. 

The  Almighty  God  that  built  the  sky, 

Yet  deign’d  for  rebel  worms  to  die  ; 

’Twas  he  that  open’d  mercy’s  door,  • 

And  bade  thee  in,  tho’  vile  and  poor. 

The  Almighty  God  that  fram’d  the  earth, 
And  spake  creation  into  birth ; 

’Twas  he  that  on  thy  mental  sight 
Pour’d  the  first  gleam  of  heav’niy  light. 

And  will  he  now  his  arm  restrain. 

And  bid  thee  seek  his  face  in  vain  ? 

No — he,  who  all  those  blessings  gave, 

Still  waits  to  hear — still  wills  to  save. 

Then  weary,  wand’ring  soul  return, 

No  longer  faint,  no  longer  mourn  ; 

No  longer  wander  from  thy  rest, 

Thy  sure  repose — thy  Saviour’s  breast. 


i&clfftfi). 

EXTRAC  TS  FROM  A  BIBLE  OF  1579. 

The  summe  of  the  whole  Scripture  of  the  lool'cs  of  the  olJe  and 

netve  Testament. 

God.  The  bookcs  of  the  olde  Teslamciit,  doe  teache 
vs  that  the  same  God,  whom  Adam,  Noe,  Abraham,  Isaac, 
lacob,  Dauid,  and  the  other  fathers  did  worship,  is  *  tlie  oncly 
find,  and  that  he  the  same  is  alrnightie  and  *  cuerlasting  :  who 
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of  his  mere  gooclnesse  hath  created  by  his  worde  ^  heauen  and 
earth,  and  all  that  is  in  them  :  From  whom  all  things  doe 
come  :  without  whome  there  is  nothing  at  all :  And  that  he  is 
®  iust  and  mercifull :  Who  also  ^  worketh  all  in  all,  *  after  his 
owne  will :  ^  To  whome  it  is  not  lawfull  to  saye,  wherefore  he 
doeth  thus  or  thus. 

Creation  of  Moreoucr,  tliesc  bookes  teache  vs,  that  this  very 
man.  almightie,  after  he  created  all  things,  shope 

also  Adam  the  fyrst  man,  « to  the  image  &.  spiritual  similitude 
of  him  selfe,  &  that  he  did  constitute  him  lord  ouer  all  things 
that  he  had  created  in  earth.  Which  Adam,  by  the  enuie  and 
fraude  of  the  deuill,  transgressing  the  precept  of  his  creator, 
Sinne.  ^  by  tliis  liis  sinne  brought  in  such  and  so  great  sinne 
Into  the  worlde,  that  we  which  be  sprong  from  him  by  the 
lleshe,  *  be  in  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  and  thereupon  we 
be  made  subiect  and  thrall  to  death,  to  damnation,  to  the 
yoke,  and  tyrannie  of  the  deuill. 

Christ  pro-  Fvrlliermore,  we  are  taught  by  these  excellent 
bookes,  that  God  promised  to  ^  Adam,  *  Abraham, 
"“Isaac,  “  lacob,  °  Dauid,  and  to  other  fathers  of  the  olde 
lime,  that  he  woulde  sende  that  blessed  seede,  his  sonne  lesus 
Christ  our  sauiour,  which  shoulde  deliuer  all  those  from  sinne, 
and  from  the  p  tyrannic  of  the  deuil,  which  by  a  liuely  and 
working  faith  should  beleeue  this  promise,  and  put  their  trust 
in  lesus  Christ,  hoping  that  of  him  and  by  him,  they  should 
obteine  this  deliuerance. 

The  Lane.  Also  they  giuc  VS  to  vnderstande,  that  in  the 
nieane  season,  while  those  fathers  the  Israelites  looked  for  the 
saluation  and  deliuerance  promised  (for  that  the  nature  of  man 
is  such,  so  proude  and  so  corrupt,  that  those  would  not  will- 
ingly  acknowledge  themselues  to  be  sinners,  which  had  neede 
of  the  sauiour  promised)  God  the  creator  gaue  by  Moses  his 
lawe  written  in  two  tables  of  stone  :  tliat  by  it,  sinne  and  the 

^  Genesi«».  2.  2.  Isaiali.  45.  18.  Exodus.  22.  27. - ^  Exodus.  9. 27.  Psal.  9.  7,  3. 

^saiah.  45.  21. - I  Coriu.  12.  0. - «  leremiali.  18.  6. - *  Isaiah.  45.  9.  Romanct*. 

n.  20. - s  Genesis.  1.  27.  Wis.  2.  23,24. - ^  Rom.  5.  14,  18. - ‘  Ephe.  2.3. - 

Genesis.  3.  15. - ‘Genesis.  12.  3. - •“  Genesis.  26.  4. - ^  Genesis.  28.  14. - 

2 Sam.  7.  12.  P.^alm.  132,  II. - P  lleh'nies.  2.  14. - ^  Exodtis.  20.  1. 
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malice  of  mans  heart  being  knownc,  men  mouglit  more  ve^ 
heraentiy  thirst  for  the  ■^comming  of  Icsus  Christ,  who  should 
redeeme  and  deliuer  then)  from  sinnc  :  Which  thing,  neither 
the  lawe,  nor  yet  the  sacrifices  and  oblations  of  the  lawe  did 
^perfourme.  For  they  were  shadowes  and  figures  of  the  true 
oblation  of  thfe  bodle  of  Christ ;  by  which  oblation  all  ^  sinno 
should  be  blotted  out,  and  quite  put  away. 

Christ  Godour  ^^okes  of  the  new  Testament  we  bt 

Sauioui  came,  taught,  that  Christ  so  afore  promised  which  is 

God  aboue  all  things  most  blessed  for  euer)  euen  he,  I  say, 
was  shadowed  in  the  bookes  of  the  olde  Testament,  and  in 
sacrifices  figured,  that  he  was  *  sent  at  the  last  from  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  the  selfe  same  time  which  the  Father  did  constitute 
within  him  selfe  :  I  sav,  ^  at  that  time,  when  all  wickednesse 
abounded  in  the  world,  then  he  was  sent :  And  this  lesiis  our 
sauiour,  being  borne  in  the  fleshe,  ®  suffred  death,  and  rose 
againe  from  the  dead.  Which  actes  of  his  were  not  done  by 
him  in  respect  of  the  good  workes  of  any  man  (for  we  were 
all  sinners)  but  that  this  God  our  Father  should  ®appcarc 
true,  in  exhibiting  the  abundant  ^  riches  of  his  grace  which  Lf 
promised,  and  that  ^through  his  mercie  he  mought  bring  vs  to 
saluation. 

Whereupon  it  is  euidently  shewed  in  the  •’  newe  Teslarnenl, 
Aiambe.  that  lesus  Christe,  being  the  true  Mambe,  the  true 
A  sacrifice.  ^  sacrifice  of  the  world,  ^  putting  away  the  sinnes  ol 
men,  came  into  this  world  to  purchase  grace  and 
Peace.  ™  peace  for  vs  with  the  Father,  ”  washing  vs  from 
our  sinnes  in  his  owne  blood,  and  ®  should  deliuer  vs  from  the 
bondage  of  the  deuill,  whom  by  sinne  wee  did  serue  :  And  so 
Adoption,  yve  sliould  be  P  adopted  by  him  to  be  the  sonnes  ol 
God,  made  ^  heires  with  him  of  that  most  excellent  and  euer- 
lasting  kingdome. 

r  Romanes.  3.  20. - GaUli.  3.  19. - ^  Iicbru.7.  18.  and  10.  1. - ^  lohn.  I.2P 

- *Roinan.  9.  5. - *  Luke.  1.  31. - ^  Galali.  4.4,5. - Epliesi.  I.  10. - ^  Ko- 

manes.  5.  8. - Ephesi.  2.  9.  Titus.  3.  5. - «  Roman.  15.  8. - ^  Ephesi.  2.  T.- — 

E  Titus.  3.  5. h  ibttiah.  53.  7. - »  lohii  1.  29. - k  Ephesian.  5.  2.  Uebrues.  9. 

26. - *  Actes  3. 19. - Ephe.  2.  14,  15. - Reuel.  1.  5. - ^  Hebrues.  2.  14.^ - 

P  Galatians.  4.  5;  Ephesians.  1.5. - T  Rom.  8.  17, 
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i^ow,  that  we  should  acknowledge  this  singular  and  excel- 
lente  benefite  of  God  towards  vs,  alinightie  God  *‘giueth  vs  his 
The  holy  Ghost,  holy  spirit :  the  ^fruile  and  effect  of  the  which  is 
Faith.  faith  in  God,  and  in  his  Christ.  For,  without  the 
holy  Ghost,  by  which  we  are  instructed  and  ^  sealed,  neyther 
can  we  beleeue  that  God  the  Father  sent  Messias,  nor  yet  that 
lesus  is  Christ :  For  ^  no  man  (saith  Paul)  can  say  that  lesus 
is  the  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  *  same  spirit  wit- 
nesseth  to  our  spirite,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God,  ^  and 
Charitie.  powrctli  into  f‘ur  bowels. that  charitie  which  Paul 
describetli  to  the  Corinthians.  Furthermore,  that  holy  spirit 
iiopr.  doth  giiie  vs  hope,  which  is  a  sure  looking  for  eter¬ 
nal  life,  w’liereof  he  him  selfe  is  the  certaine  *  token  and 
pledge.  Also  he  giueth  vs  other  *spirituall  giftes,  of  the  which 
Paul  writeth  to  the  Galatians.  Therefore  the  benefite  of  faith  is 
not  yet  to  be  despised,  or  litle  to  be  set  by.  For  by  the  meanes 
of  this  trust  and  ®  faith  in  Christ,  which  ^’worketh  by  charitie, 
and  sheweth  it  selfe  forth  by  the  workes  of  charitie,  mouing  man 

luMitkation.^x:  wc  are  iu  Stifled  and  sanctified:  that  is  to 

j'diKtihcHtion.  Father  of  our  Lorde  lesus  Christe 

(which  is  made  our  ^  Father  also  by  him,  being  our  *  brother) 
doclh  account  vs  to  be  iust  and  holy  through  his  grace,  and 
through  the  inerite  of  his  soiine  lesus  Christ,  not  imputing  our 
sinnes  to  vs,  so  farre  foorlli,  that  we  shoulde  suffer  the  paines  of 
liell  for  them. 

Goodworkes.  Filially,  Clii’ist  him  selfe  Scame  into  the  world,  to 
the  intent  that  we  through  him  being  sanctified  and  cleansed 
from  our  sinnes,  following  his  will  in  good  w  orkes,  should  denie 
the  things  perleyning  to  the  fleshe,  and  freely  ^serue  him  in 
rightcousnes  and  holines  all  the  dayes  of  our  life  :  and  that  *  by 
good  workes  (which  God  hath  prepared  for  vs  to  walke  in)  wc 
should  ^  shew’  our  seines  to  be  called  to  his  grace  and  gift  of 

‘  Ephe.  3.  b.  Rom.  8. 15.  Galatians.  4.  G. - s  f^pjiesian?.  1. 1.  Galat.  5.23.—— 

^  Eplic.  1.13.  and  1.  3. - ”  I  Cor.  12.  3. - Rom.  8.  IG. - y  Rom.  5.  5.  1  Cor.  1 

3,1. - 2  Kphes'a.  1.  14. - ^Galati.  5.  22. - »  Galatians.  5.  6. - ^  Ephesians.  5.  2 

llcbni.  13.  21. - ^  Romanes.  3.  30.  and  4.  2.  Galati.  2.  16. - Matth.  5.  43.  ( 

23.  0. - e  Hcbnifs.  2.  11. - f  2.  Corla.  5.  10.-—  «  TitiK  2  1  K  12.  13  -  -  ^  I  nV^* 
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faith :  which  good  workes  who  so  hath  not,  doth  shewe  him  solfc 

not  to  haue  such  a  faith  in  Christ  as  is  required  in  vs. 

cimst  ourma-  ^o  Christ  must  we  come,  and  ‘  follow  him  with 

ster  ana  tt*a- 

c'ler.  a  cheerefull  minde,  that  he  may  teache  vs  :  For  he 

is  our  master,  "  lowly  h  bumble  of  heart :  he  is  to  vs  an  ®  ex¬ 
ample,  whereby  we  must  learne  the  rule  to  Hue  well. 

Bishop.  Moreouer,  he  is  our  p  bishop  and  our  ^  high 

priest,  which  did  him  selfe  offer  vp  for  vs  his  own  blood,  be- 
Mediatour.  ing  the  onely  *’mediatour  betweene  God  and  men: 
Who  now  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father,  being 
Aduocate.  made  our  ^  aduocate,  making  prayer  and  intercession 
for  vs :  who  doubtlesse  shall  obteine  for  vs  ^  whatsoeiier  we 
shall  desire,  eyther  of  him,  or  else  of  his  Father  in  his  name,  if 
so  be  that  we  thus  desiring,  shall  beleeue  that  he  will  so  do  :  for 
thus  hath  he  promised.  Therefore  let  vs  not  doubt,  if  we  sinne 
at  any  time,  to  come  with  “  repentance  (to  the  which  he  doeth 
inuite  and  stirre  vs  at  the  very  beginning  of  his  preaching)  and 
with  sure  trust  to  the  *  throne  of  his  grace,  with  this  beliefe, 
that  we  shall  obteine  mercie  :  For  therefore  came  he  into  the 
world,  that  he  mought  saue  sinners  by  his  grace. 

This  is  verily  Christ  lesus,  which  shal  come  at  a  *  certaine 
time  appoynted  by  his  Father,  and  shall  sit  in  great  maiestie  to 
iudge;i.ent iudge  all  men,  to  render  to  euery  man  ^  the 
workes  of  his  bodie  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  w  hether  it 
be  good  or  euill.  And  he  shall  saye  to  them  wdiich  shalbe  on 
the  right  side,  which  in  this  worlde  did  looke  for  the  good 
Eteniaii  life,  thinges  to  comc  (that  is  to  say,  life  euerlasting) 
^  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  father,  enioy  the  kingdome  that  hath 
bin  prepared  for  you  fro  the  beginning  of  the  world.  But  to 
them  which  shalbe  on  the  left  side,  he  shal  saye:  Depart  from 
Etemaiifyre.  me  ye  cursed  into  euerlasting  fire  prepared  for  the 
deuill  and  his  angels.  And  then  **  shall  the  end  be,  when 
Christ,  hauing  vtlerly  vanquished  all  maner  of  enemies,  shal 
deliuer  vp  the  kingdome  to  God  the  Father. 

'  Ephesians  5.  2.- — Mat.  23.  8. - Mat.  11.  29. - «  lolin.  13.  15. - 1, 

2.  20,21. - P  1.  Pet.  2.  25. - ^  Hebrues  4.  14. - ^  j.  xim.  2.  5. - *  1.  lohu  2.  1,  2. 

- *  lolm  14.  13,  10.  23.  Mark.  11.  24. - “  Matth.  4.  17. - Hebrves  4.  10. 

- y  1.  Tim.  1.  15. - ♦Mat.  25.  13. - »  2. Tim  4.  1. - ^  2. Cor.  5.  10. _ ^  Mat. 

25.  31,  6lc. - d  1.  Corin.  15.  24,25,  20. 
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To  what  intent  To  the  intent  that  we  m ought  vnderstand  these 

the  scriptures  ^ 

were  written.  things,  the  ®  sacred  books  of  the  Bible  were  de- 
Jiuered  to  vs  by  the  goodnes  of  God  through  his  holy  spirit, 
with  the  preaching  of  that  doctrine  which  is  conteined  in 
them,  and  with  his  Sacraments,  by  which  the  trueth  of  this 
doctrine  is  sealed  vp  to  vs  :  that  we  ^  raought  vnderstand,  I  say, 
and  beleeue  that  there  is  one  onely  true  God,  and  one  saulour 
lesus  Christ,  whom  (as  he  had  promised)  he  had  sent;  2  and 
that  we  beleeuing,  mought  haue  in  his  Name  life  euerlasting. 
Christ  the  onely  Besidcs  tliis  **  foundation,  no  man  can  laye  any 
foundation.  other  in  the  Church  of  Christ:  and  vpon  this 

foundation  the  Church  doth  stand  sure  and  stedfast.  And  Paul 
willeth  him  to  be  *  accursed  which  shall  preach  any  other  faith 
&  saluation,  then  by  lesus  Christ,  yea  although  he  were  an  An¬ 
gel  from  heauen. 

For  ‘‘of  him,  through  him,  and  for  him,  are  all  things:  To 
whom  with  the  father  and  the  holy  Ghost,  be  al  honour  and 
glory,  world  without  ende,  Amen. 


COSSI  DERATIONS  ON  THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF  A  EEL, 

[Concluded  from  p,  423.] 

CAIN  slew  Abel.  A  striking  specimen  of  the  morality  of 
an  infidel !  Faith  worketh  by  love ;  where  there  is  no  faith, 
we  must  expect  no  love.  Jlnd  wherefore  slew  he  him?  Be- 
cause  his  own  deeds  were  evil,  and  his  brother'* s  righteous In¬ 
fidelity,  then,  worketh  by  envy,  concerning  which  the  wise 
man  might  well  ask — Who  is  able  to  stand  before  it  ?\  Through 
envy  of  the  devil  came  death  into  the  world.\  Through  envy, 
Cain  murdered  Abel ;  and  through  envy,  the  Jews  murdered 
the  Lord  of  Glory,  because  their  deeds  were  evil,  and  his 
righteous ;  because  they  were  rejected,  and  he  was  accepted. 


«  2.  Pet.  19,  21. - f  lolm  17.  3. - s  Io!in  20.  31. - ^  i.  Corin.  3.  11. - i  Gala¬ 
tians  1.  8. - ^  Romans.  11.  36. 

*  1  John  iii.  15.  f  Erov.  ^xvii.  4.  J  ^yisd.  ii.  24. 
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As  Cam  did  to  Abel,  so  did  they  to  the  holy  Jesus,  to  Lit* 
apostles,  and  to  the  members  of  his  Church ;  and  so  will  the 
world  continue  to  do  to  his  faithful  servants,  while  the  Spirit 
of  their  Lord  and  Master  emboldens  them,  by  their  words  and 
their  works,  to  testify,  as  he  did,  concerning  it,  that  the  deeds 
thereof  are  evil.  For  this  reason  it  is,  that  St.  John,  after  men¬ 
tioning  the  murder  of  Abel  by  Cain,  and  what  occasioned  it, 
immediately  adds,  Jlarvel  not,  my  brethren,  if  the  world  hate 
You.'’^  And  let  every  Christian  take  care  that  he  fall  not  after 
the  similitude  of  their  transgression.  It  is  a  determined  case, 
that  he  who  hateth  his  brother,  is  a  mufVerer  ;f  it  is  an  unques¬ 
tionable  truth,  that  he  w'ho  envieth  his  brother,  will  soon  hate 
him  :  and  it  is  no  less  certain,  that  (he  spirit  which  dwellrth 
in  us  lusteth  to  e/iry.J  How  earnestly  and  fervently,  then, 
ought  we  to  pray — that  from  envy,  hatred,  and  malice,  and 
all  uncharitableness,  our  good  Lord  would  vouchsafe  to  de¬ 
liver  us ! 

The  blood  of  Abel  cried  from  the  ground  for  vengeance 
against  Cain.  No  cry  pierceth  the  heavens  like  that  of  blood, 
a  brother's  blood  more  especially.  How  long  has  the  blood 
of  that  Just  One  been  crying,  and  they  who  shed  it  will  not 
)’et  acknowledge,  as  the  brethren  of  Joseph  were  made  to  do 
in  the  day  of  their  calamity,  that  they  are  verily  guilty  con- 
cerning  their  brother,^  As  the  crime  of  the  Jew  s  bears  so  near 
an  affinity  to  that  of  Cain,  the  stubborn  sullenness,  and  invete¬ 
rate  hardness  of  heart,  which  it  has  produced  in  them,  seem 
to  be,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  portrayed  in  his  character; 
and  his  answer  to  his  Maker,  when  demanding  his  brother  at 
his  bands,  has  all  the  marks  of  Jewish  insolence  and  contumacy 
strongly  impressed  upon  it.  The  Lord  said  unto  Cain,  When 
is  Abel  thy  brother  ?  And  he  said,  I  know  not ;  am  I  my  bro^ 
therms  keeper^  Again:  who  can  help  thus  applying  to  them 
the  expostulation  of  God  with  the  murderer — What  have  ye 
done  ?  the  voice  of  your  brother's  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the 
ground.  And  hath  not  the  very  sentence  inflicted  on  Cain 


*  1  .^ohn  iii.  13.  f  1  John  iii.  15.  %  Jam.  iv.  5.  §  Gen.  xlii.  21. 
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jcen  executed  upon  them  likewise  in  every  particular?  They 
are  cursed  from  the  earth  which  opened  her  mouth  to  receive  their 
hrother^s  blood  from  their  hand.  The  ground^  that  once  rich 
and  fertile  ground^  no  longer  yields  to  them  its  strength^  but  is 
become  a  barren  and  desolate  wilderness,  sympathizing,  as  it 
were,  with  their  ungodly  hearts,  which  are  barren  of  every 
good  thought,  word,  and  work,  and  bring  forth  no  fruits  of 
repentance  and  faith.  Upon  them,  as  upon  the  mountains  of 
Gilboa,  there  has  been  no  rain,  neither  dew  from  above.  The 
heaven  over  their  heads,  according  to  the  prediction  of  Moses, 
has  been  brass,  and  the  earth  under  them  iron.*  Thorns  only  and 
thistles,  infidelity  and  blasphemy,  covetousness  and  extortion, 
have  appeared  as  yet.  Seventeen  hundred  years  have  passed, 
since  they  were  driven  out  from  the  presence  of  Jehovah,  and  the 
light  of  his  countenance ;  dispelled,  like  chaff,  to  the  four 
winds ;  fugitives  and  vagabonds  upon  the  earth,  without  priest, 
or  temple,  city,  or  habitation  ;  every  attempt  to  settle  them 
lias  been  blasted  ;  and  yet,  an  indelible  mark  *3  set  upon  them 
by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  that  none  should  extirpate  them. 
So  wonderfully  punished,  so  wonderfully  preserved  for  punish¬ 
ment  ;  and  we  hope,  at  last,  for  mercy  ;  since,  if  they  abide  not 
still  in  unbelief  God  is  able  to graff  them  in  againf  While,  there¬ 
fore,  we  pray,  as  we  all  ought  to  do  frequently  and  devoutly, 
for  the  coming  of  that  blessed  and  festal  hour,  when  returning 
Israel  shall  acknowledge  Jehovah  their  Redeemer,  and  look  on 
him  whom  they  have  pierced  ;J  let  us  not  fail,  in  the  mean  season, 
lo  behold,  in  these  striking  examples  of  the  divine  vengeance, 
the  sad  and  forlorn  estate  of  that  soul,  from  which  the  faith 
and  the  love  of  Christ  are  departed.  Driven  out  from  the 
presence  of  Jehovah,  and  deprived  of  the  cheering  and  en¬ 
livening  beams  of  the  Sun  of  rigliteousness,  it  is  doomed  to  be 
wretched  and  disconsolate,  in  the  body,  for  a  few  days,  upon 
tlie  earth  ;  soon  to  pass  fron)  thence  into  the  undiscerned  re¬ 
gions  of  darkness  and  despair;  far  removed  from  the  paradise 
of  God,  the  gales  of  which  are  shut  against  it  for  ever.  It 
will  then,  alas,  perceive  itself  to  be  a  banished  fugitive  and 

*  Dent,  xxviii.23.  f  Rom.  xi.  -o.  J  Zech.xii.  10. 
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vagabond,  void  of  every  ray  of  hope  and  comfort,  wishing  for 
death,  but  sentenced  to  immortality,  amongst  horrid  ghastly 
forms  of  accursed  spirits,  tormenting  it  with  fearful  preludes  of 
its  approaching  condemnation. — Blessed,  therefore,  is  the 
man,  who,  yielding  up  his  heart  to  the  obedience  of  faith,  suf¬ 
fers  the  Spirit  of  the  Holy  One  to  new  model  his  crooked  and 
perverse  affections,  and  to  reduce  them,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
to  that  standard  of  all  perfection,  the  mind  that  was  in  Christ 
Jesus,  by  changing  his  pride  into  humility,  his  envy  into  love, 
his  wrath  into  meekness,  and  his  malice  into  mercy.  Blessed 
is  he  who  remembers  the  faith  and  the  patience  of  Abel ;  who 
so  remembers,  as  to  imitate  them  ;  for  though  his  sorrow  may 
be  great,  it  shall  introduce  him  to  joy  ;  though  his  sufferings 
be  heavy,  they  shall  terminate  in  glory  ;  and  when  the  few  and 
evil  days  of  his  pilgrimage  are  ended,  he  who  is  greater  than 
Mel  shall  give  him  Abel’s  reward.. 


rtcIigiouQ  3CntclUgcnfc. 

MEMOIR  OF  Mown  EE, 

A  y'outh  from  New  Zealand,  who  died  at  Paddington,  Dec.  28,  1816.  By  the 

Rev.  Basil  IFoodd. 

[Concluded  from  page  428.] 


CONCEIVING,  however,  that  a  regular 
report  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  hi^ 
kitid  friends,  I  requested  Mr.  Hazard  to 
give  me  a  written  testimony  of  his  general 
improvement. 

From  this  paper  I  have  learned,  that,  be¬ 
tides  the  usual  hours  spent  in  the  school,  he 
generally  occupied  two  hours  in  the  even¬ 
ing  in  religious  instruction,  drawing,  &c. 
He  was,  while  thus  engaged,  all  attention 
and  obedience;  frequently  expressing  his 
anxiety  to  improve,  that  he  might  be  able  to 
instruct  his  countrymen,  and  that  especially 
in  the  knowledge  of  a  Saviour.  He  often 
declared  his  astonishment  at  the  goodness 
of  God,  in  bringing  him  from  a  state  of 


darkness  into  the  marvellous  light  of  the 
Gospel.  He  sj)oke  with  great  gratitude  of 
the  instruction  which  he  had  received  ;  and 
often  intimated  his  hoi)es  that  he  should  be 
able  to  assist  Mr.  Kendall  when  he  returned. 

When  asked,  one  day,  whether  he  would 
like  to  continue  in  England,  he  instantly  re¬ 
plied,  with  much  feeling,  “  O  no !  I  can  do 
no  good  here  ;  but  1  may  do  some  good  in 
my  own  country'.” 

Orie  day,  after  having  been  at  iny  hou^-e, 
where  I  had  shown  him  a  collection  of  In¬ 
dian  idols,  he  said  to  Mr.  Hazard,  on  bis 
return,  “  O  w  hat  a  blessing  it  is  to  be  de- 
livei-ed  from  these  vanities,  to  serve  the 
living  and  true  God  I” 


AND  REVIEW. 


‘  473 


Ups,  and  that  he  never  mentioned  the  name 
of  God  but  with  awe  and  reverence.  He 
seemed  also  very  cautious  in  his  words,  to 
speak  plain  truth  with  great  simplicity. 

One  Sunday,  as  they  were  walking  home 
from  chapel,  when  the  subject  of  the  dis¬ 
course  had  been  the  sufferings  and  death  of 
the  Saviour,  Mr.  Short  asked  him  if  he  un¬ 
derstood  w’hat  he  had  heard.  Mowhee  re¬ 
plied,  “  Yes,  indeed,  I  did  understand  it ; 
and  I  hope  I  shall  ever  remember  it.  My 
poor  country  is  in  a  dark  state  ;  but,  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  this  country  will  have 
most  to  answer  for :  for  this  countrj'  has  the 
light  shining  before  them  ;  and  it  certainly 
must  be  their  own  fault,  if  they  walk  in 
darkness.”  After  a  while,  he  added, 
“  Alas  !  my  poor  country  know's  no  better  ; 
but,  I  hope,  before  long,  they  will  have 
these  glorious  truths  revealed  to  them  ;  and 
how  happy  shall  I  be,  if  I  should  be  able  to 
return  and  assist  in  teaching  them  !” 

At  another  time,  on  Advent  Sunday,  Mr. 
Short  having  asked  him  W'hat  was  the  de¬ 
sign  of  the  Redeemer’s  coming  into  the 
world  ?  Mow'hee  immediately  replied,  “  He 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.  Had 
he  not  come  and  suffered,  you  and  1  could 
never  have  reached  heaven.  Had  he  not 
died  for  our  sins,  we  must  have  j)erished 
for  ever.” 

I  cannot  here  pass  over  the  great  kind¬ 
ness  of  another  esteemed  friend,  Mr. 
Coates.  On  my  leaving  London,  I  reque.>t- 
ed  him  also  occasionally  to  visit  Mowhee, 
and  to  explain  to  his  capacity  the  doctrines 
and  duties  of  our  most  holy  religion.  I 
thought  that  the  instructions  of  persons  of 
difft  rent  attainments  and  education  might 
contribute,  by  its  variety,  to  render  divine 
truth  more  easy  to  be  understood  by  our 
young  friend.  With  my  request  Mr.  Coates 
verv’  kindly  complied,  frequently  inviting 
Mowhee  to  spemd  the  evening  at  his  house. 

!  On  these  occasions  he  studied  to  excite  him 
i  to  diligence  and  application,  in  obtaining  all 
I  that  knowledge  which  might  ronder  him  a 
I  fit  instrument  for  promoting  the  civilization 
and  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  his 
countrymen.  His  constant  method  of  sj)end* 


In  the  months  of  October  and  November 

Mr.  Hazard 


he  was  frequently  unwell 
.«aid  to  him,  “  Mowhee,  you  had  better  stay 
at  home  a  day  or  two  till  you  are  better.” 
His  reply  w'as,  “  No,  Sir !  I  am  never  so 
happy  as  when  at  school.” 

Mr.  Hazard  assures  me,  that  he  never 
saw  him  out  of  temper ;  and  that  on  all  oc¬ 
casions  he  manifested  a  spirit  of  humility, 
patience,  and  meekness,  which  w'ould  be 
an  acquisition  to  many  who  bear  the  name 
of  Christian. 

Though,  in  general,  very  silent  and  re¬ 
served,  he  was  always  very  communicative 
w  ith  his  teacher  :  he  seemed  to  have  formed  ! 
a  great  regard  for  him ;  and  several  times 
said  to  him,  with  joy  sparkling  in  his  eyes, 
“  O  Sir,  1  shall  often  think  of  you,  when  I 
am  thousands  of  miles  off.” 

It  was  verv’  remarkable  that  he  discovered 
no  desire  or  interest  as  to  any  of  the  public 
sights  which  attract  the  populace.  When 
infonned,  on  the  9th  of  November,  that  the 
Lord  ^layor  of  London  would  pass  through 
the  streets  in  grand  procession,  attended  ’ 
with  men  in  armour,  music,  flags,  &c.  and 
that  it  was  such  a  sight  as  he  might  never 
see  but  at  this  time,  he  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  w’alk  to  Westminster  to  w  itness 
It.  Rut  if  invited  to  go  and  see  a  new’ 
school — an  examination  of  children — a 
meeting  of  a  .S<x:ietv  for  Christian  benevo¬ 
lence,  the  distribution  of  Bibles,  or  the  sup- 
jx)rt  of  a  mission  to  tlie  Heathen — he  was 
all  life  and  attention. 

Mr.  Hazard  informs  me,  that  he  was  ver}- 
reimlar  and  constant  in  his  seasons  for  de- 
votion ;  that  he  made  use  of  his  owui  ex¬ 
pressions  in  his  prayers  ;  and  that  he  always 
prayed  for  the  success  of  the  Church  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  for  the  conversion  of  his 
countrymen  in  New’  Zealand,  and  for  the 
Mii.i'ters  of  Bciitinck  Chapel. 

Another  friend,  whom  I  requested  to 
take  notice  of  him,  who  brought  him  with 
him  to  chapel,  and  often  accommodated 
him  in  his  ])ew,  (Mr.  Short)  has  infoimed 
me,  that  he  never  heard  him  use  an  improper 
word,  that  not  a  symptom  of  the  ordinary 
profane  language  of  sailors  ever  escaped  his 
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ing  the  evening  was,  to  desire  Mowhee  to 
wad  a  chapter  in  the  New  Testament;  on 
which  he  himself  made  such  observations  as 
the  subject  naturally  suggested,  and,  in 
this  manner,  endeavoured  to  engage 
Mowhee  in  a  familiar  conversation.  On 
one  of  these  occasions,  when  Mr.  Coates 
pointed  out  the  extensive  blessings  which  he 
might  be  the  means  of  conveying  to  New 
Zealand,  by  religions  instruction,  civiliza¬ 
tion,  and  various  branches  of  useful  know¬ 
ledge,  for  w  hich  distant  generations  might 
have  cause  to  re4ider  thanks  to  God,  his 
countenance  assumed  great  animation,  and 
he  seemed  to  realize  the  prospects  w'hich 
had  been  opened  to  his  view  ; — but,  in  a ; 
noment,  it  passed  away ;  and  he  observed, ! 
with  a  dejected  air,  “  But  my  conntryinen 
W'ill  not  attend  to  what  I  tell  them.”  j 

After  my  return  to  London,  I  desired  j 
to  accompany  to  the  j 
Philological  School,  m}.‘>elf,  and  the  sultan! 
Katcgerry,  w  ho  is  lately  come  from  Tartary  j 
m  acquire  information,  that  he  may  here-  j 
after  benefit  his  countrymen.  Here  he  was  ; 
greatly  delighted.  The  first  principles  ofi 
geography  were  explained  to  him,  in  a  new 
and  simple  in»-*thod.  Thf*  longitude  and 
latitude  of  liis  own  country,  and  the  proba- ' 
ble  employniciits  of  ih»  inhabitants  at  tiie . 
different  hours  of  the  day,  were  pointed  out 
to  him.  With  all  this  he  seemed  much; 
gratified.  | 

1’hc  damp  and  foggy  weather  of  Novem¬ 
ber  greatly  tried  his  con.«litution.  He  con¬ 
tracted  a  bad  cough  ;  and,  for  a  time,  con-j 
tended  with  the  usual  sMiiploms  of  rapid' 
consumption.  I  instantly  put  him  under, 

•  he  care  of  a  medical  relative,  Mr.  Charles 
Woodd  ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  was  happy  to ; 
find  that,  under  his  kind  attention,  all  the ' 
alarming  sjuiptoms  were  completely  re-  ^ 
moved.  As  it  was  evident,  however,  thatj 
♦his  damp  and  cold  atmosphere  did  not 
agree  with  him,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
i  ceommend  to  the  Society,  that,  as  soon  as 
in  opportunity  oflSered,  he  should  return  to ' 
liis  native  country. 

At  this  period  I  was  indulging  the  pleas-  i 
hope  that  Mowhee  w'ould,  in  a  short! 


nine,  reium  to  i\ew  /.ealanu,  mouerateiy 
qualified  to  instruct  and  assist  his  country » 
men  in  building  their  small  houses,  to  im¬ 
prove  them  in  civilization  and  the  duties  of 
justice  and  mercy,  and  to  assist  in  teaching 
the  sublime  and  holy  truths  of  the  Gosjjel  of 
our  God  and  Saviour. 

Such  was  our  delightful  contemplation, 
W'hen  a  mysterious  Providence,  by  an  un¬ 
expected  event,  said,  on  a  sudden,  Dust 
thou  art.  and  unto  dust  shall  thou  return  ! 

I 

I  Oil  Christmas  Day,  IMowhee  complained 
,  of  great  jiain  in  his  head  and  back,  and  was 
so  unwell,  tliat  he  was  advised  to  keep  a\ 
home.  On  Thursday  morning,  1  was  in¬ 
formed  that  his  face  was  considerably 
swelled,  and  that  symptoms  of  dysentery 
appeared. 

I  I  was  engaged  that  morning  to  attend  the 
J  funeral  of  a  rcsjiccted  friend,  and  proposed 
calling  to  see  him  on  my  return :  but  the 
afterpart  of  the  day  brought  on  a  heavy 
rain;  and  not  being  very  well,  I  did  not 
venture  out.  1  had  previously  desired  that 
medical  aid  might  be  immediately  called  in. 

On  Friday  morning,  immediately  after 
breakfast,  I  repaired  to  the  house  where  he 
lodged.  The  account  given  me  was  very 
akinning.  1  went  up  stairs,  and  the  scene 
w  as  tlie  most  distressing  and  dreadful  that  I 
have  ever  witne.ssed.  The  tloor  of  the 
chamber  was  as  it  were  covered  with  blood, 
as  apjiearcd  also  the  countenance  of  my 
poor  young  friend.  He  seemed  totally  de¬ 
bilitated,  and  spoke  very  faintly,  and  with 
extreme  difficulty'.  The  room  also  was  of¬ 
fensive  in  the  extreme.  The  disorder  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  quite  unintelligible.  1  had 
never  seen,  among  the  many  cases  which 
I  have  visited,  any  thing  of  the  kind  before. 
I  went  immediately  to  Mr.  C.  M’oodd,  w'ho 
had  offered  to  attend  him  without  expense 
to  tlie  Society,  and  requested  that  he  would, 
as  soon  a.s  possible,  meet  me  at  Mowhee’.s 
apartment.  He  had  arrived  fii^st,  and  seat 
for  me  from  a  school  which  I  was  attending. 
When  I  entered  the  room,  he  said,  “It  is 
not  safe  for  you  to  be  here.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  rapid,  and  most  malignant,  putrid 
fevers  that  I  have  ever  met  with.”  The 


iitm,  one  mornin: 
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Him  alone,  //c  that  believdh  on  Him  shall 
have  everlasting  salvation V 

I  again  observed,  “  I  trust  yoVi  endeavoui 
to  submit  to  the  will  of  God,  your  heavenly 
Fatlier ;  and  I  hope,  that  in  your  present 
situation,  you  feel  the  support  and  consola- 
tion  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.”  He  replied, 
**  O  Sir,  I  cannot  express  what  I  feel.  1 
have  not  words;  but  it  is  in  my  imagini* 
tion — it  is  in  my  thoughts.” 

Perceiving  that  he  w  as  greatly  exhausted, 
and,  from  the  blood  which  collected  in  his 
mouth,  spoke  with  dilhculty,  1  then  said, 
“  Mowhee,  would  you  wish  me  to  pray  with 
you  ?”  He  instantly  said,  “  O  yes  !  I  should 
be  verv'  glad.” 

Accordingly,  I  kneeled  down  by  his 
bed*side,  and  offered  a  short  prayer  for  his 
support,  and  for  the  pardon  of  his  sins  ;  that 
his  repentance  and  faith  might  be  strength¬ 
ened  ;  and  that  be  might  be  enabled  to  say, 
“  My  Father,  not  my  will  but  thine  be 
done  !”  and  that,  if  the  disorder  should  end 
in  his  death,  he  might,  through  the  merits 
of  the  great  Sacrifice,  be  received  to  the 
arms  of  the  merciful  God ;  and  that  here¬ 
after,  as  wc  now’ joined  in  prayer  in  an  hour 
of  affliction,  w  e  might  meet  again,  and  ioin 


jfact  was,  that  the  whole  system,  if  I  express 
it  rightly,  was,  as  it  were,  decomposing. 
His  Wood  was  ooiing  from  every'  pore — the 
mouth,  nose,  ears,  and  eyes,  exhibited  this 
awful  spectacle.  On  a  near  approach,  I 
observed  the  surface  of  his  countenance 
covered  w’itli  purple  spots,  and  that  blood 
seemed  mixed  with  his  very  perspiration. 
I  retired  with  ray  medical  friend ;  and 
immediately  some  medicines  and  other 
strengthening  aids  were  sent  for  the  poor 
sufferer. 

It  then  struck  me  that  it  was  not  right  to 
leave  this  young  stranger  to  die,  solitary 
arid  unattended  by  ministerial  consolation. 


land.”  Alter  a  pause*  he  added,  “  Also, 
since  I  have  attended  the  school,  Mr.  Ha¬ 
zard  has  been  very  kind,  and  has  taken 
great  pains.  He  often  read  the  Scriptures 
with  me,  and  explained  them.” 

1  said,  “  I  trust,  my  good  friend,  you  are 
.«cn>ible  of  your  state  as  a  sinner  before 
God.” — He  shook  his  head,  and  replied,  in 
his  usual  manner  of  assent,  “  O  yes !  O 
yes !  wry  sensible  of  that.” 

I  then  said,  “  I  hope  all  your  depend- 
anco  for  pardon  and  mercy  at  the  hand  of 
fJod  is  wholly  and  entirely  built  on  the 
death  and  merit  of  your  blessed  Saviour.” 
He  again  shook  his  head,  which  was  his 
ordinary  custom  when  any  thing  interested 
him,  and  replied,  “  O  yes  !—- O  ves ! — on 
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ing  the  evening  was,  to  desire  Mowhee  to 
wad  a  chapter  in  the  New  Testament ;  on 
which  he  himsel/’  made  such  observations  as 
the  subject  naturally  suggested,  and,  in 
this  manner,  endeavoured  to  engage 
Mowhee  in  a  familiar  conversation.  On 
one  of  these  occasions,  when  Mr.  Coates 
pointed  out  the  extensive  blessings  which  he 
might  be  the  means  of  conveying  to  New 
Zealand,  by  religions  instruction,  civiliza¬ 
tion,  and  various  branches  of  useful  know'- 
ledge,  for  which  distant  generations  might 
have  cause  to  rejider  thanks  to  God,  his 
countenance  assumed  great  animation,  and 
he  seemed  to  realize  the  prospects  which 
had  been  opened  to  his  view ; — but,  in  a 
moment,  it  passed  aw’ay  ;  and  he  observed, 
with  a  dejected  air,  **  But  my  coontryinen 
W'ill  not  attend  to  what  I  tell  them.” 

After  my  return  to  London,  I  desired 
him,  one  morning,  to  accompany  to  the 
Philological  School,  m}.‘^elf,  and  the  sultan  j 
Kategerry,  who  is  lately  come  from  Tartar}'  | 
to  acquire  information,  that  he  may  here-  j 
after  benefit  his  countr}’men.  Here  he  was 
greatly  delighted.  The  first  principles  ofj 
geography  were*  explained  to  him,  in  a  new 
and  simple  method.  The  longitude  and . 
latitude  of  lus  own  country,  and  the  proba-^ 
ble  employnient*»  of  ib  inhabitants  at  tlie ! 
different  hours  of  the  day,  were  pointed  out 
to  him.  With  all  this  he  seemed  much , 
gratified. 

I’hc  damp  and  foggy  weather  of  Novem¬ 
ber  gn^atly  tried  his  constitution.  He  con¬ 
tracted  a  bad  cough  ;  and,  for  a  time,  con- ! 
tended  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  rapid 
consumption.  I  instantly  put  him  under, 
.'he  care  of  a  medical  relative,  Mr.  Charles 
VV^oodd  ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  was  happy  to : 
find  that,  under  his  kind  attention,  all  the ! 
afarming  sMnptoms  were  completely  rc-| 
moved.  As  it  was  evident,  however,  that  j 
this  damp  and  cold  atmosphere  did  not 
agree  with  him,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
recommend  to  the  Society,  that,  as  soon  as 
in  opportunity  offered,  he  should  return  to 
h.is  native  country.  j 

At  this  period  I  was  indulging  the  pleas-  i 
,^g  hope  that  Mowhee  w'ould,  in  a  short! 


time,  return  to  New  Zealand,  moderatciv 
qualified  to  instruct  and  assist  his  country « 
men  in  building  their  small  houses,  to  im¬ 
prove  them  in  civilization  and  the  duties  of 
justice  and  mercy,  and  to  assist  in  teaching 
the  sublime  and  holy  truths  of  the  Go*j)el  of 
our  God  and  Saviour. 

Such  was  our  delightful  contemplation, 
W'hcn  a  mysterious  Providence,  by  an  un* 
expected  event,  said,  on  a  sudden,  Dusi 
thou  arif  and  unto  Just  shalt  thou  return  ! 

On  Christmas  Day,  ]Mowhee  complained 
of  great  jrain  in  his  head  and  back,  and  was 
so  unwell,  tliat  he  w'as  advised  to  keep 
home.  On  Thursday  morning,  1  was  in¬ 
formed  that  his  face  was  considerably 
I  swelled,  and  that  symptoms  of  dysentery 
appeared. 

1  was  engaged  that  morning  to  attend  the 
[  funeral  of  a  respected  friend,  and  proposed 
calling  to  see  him  on  my  return :  but  the 
afterpart  of  the  day  brought  on  a  heavy 
rain;  and  not  being  very  w’ell,  I  did  not 
venture  out.  1  had  previously  desired  that 
naedical  aid  might  Ijc  immediately  called  in. 

On  Friday  morning,  immediately  after 
breakfast,  I  repaired  to  the  house  where  he 
lodged.  The  account  given  me  was  very 
alarming.  I  went  up  stairs,  and  the  .«cem’ 
was  the  most  distressing  and  dreadful  that  I 
have  ever  witne.ssed.  The  tloor  of  the 
chamber  W’as  as  it  w'ere  covered  with  blood, 
as  appeared  also  the  countemince  of  my 
|)oor  young  friend.  He  seemed  totally  de¬ 
bilitated,  and  spoke  very  faintly,  and  w’ith 
extreme  difficulty.  The  room  also  was  of¬ 
fensive  in  the  extreme.  The  disorder  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  quite  unintelligible.  I  had 
never  seen,  among  the  many  cases  which 
I  have  visited,  any  thing  of  the  kind  l^efore. 

I  W'ent  immediately  to  Mr.  C.  Woodd,  who 
had  offered  to  attend  him  without  expense 
to  tlie  Society,  and  reque.stcd  that  he  would, 
as  soon  a.s  possible,  meet  me  at  Mowhee’s 
apartment.  He  had  arrived  fn-st,  and  sent 
fur  me  from  a  school  which  I  W'as  attending. 
When  I  entered  the  room,  he  said,  “It  is 
not  safe  for  you  to  be  here.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  rapid,  and  most  malignant,  putrid 
fevers  that  I  have  ever  met  with.”  The 


AND  ntVlL^V 


Him  alone.  He  that  believdh  on  Him  shall 
have  everlasting  salvaiionV 

I  again  observed,  “  I  trust  yoXi  eodeavoui 
to  submit  to  the  will  of  GckI,  your  heavenly 
Fatlier ;  and  I  hope,  that  in  your  present 
situation,  you  feel  the  support  and  consola¬ 
tion  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.”  He  replied, 
“  O  Sir,  I  cannot  express  what  I  feel.  I 
have  not  words;  but  it  is  in  my  imagina¬ 
tion — it  is  in  my  thoughts,” 

Perceiving  that  he  w  as  greatly  exhausted, 
and,  from  the  blood  which  collected  in  his 
mouth,  spoke  writh  difficulty,  I  then  said, 
“  lMo\s  hee,  would  you  wish  me  to  pray  with 
you  ?”  He  instantly  said,  “  O  yes !  I  should 
be  veiy  glad.” 

Accordingly,  1  kneeled  down  by  hb 
bed-side,  and  offered  a  short  prayer  for  his 
support,  and  for  the  pardon  of  his  sins  ;  that 
his  repentance  and  faith  might  be  strength¬ 
ened  ;  and  tliat  he  might  be  enabled  to  say, 
“  My  Father,  not  my  will  but  thine  be 
done  I”  and  that,  if  the  disorder  should  end 
in  his  death,  he  might,  through  the  merits 
of  the  great  Sacrifice,  be  received  to  the 
arms  of  the  merciful  God  ;  and  that  here¬ 
after,  as  we  now  joined  in  prayer  in  an  hour 
of  affliction,  w  e  might  meet  again,  and  ioin 


covered  witli  purple  spots,  and  that  blood 
seemed  mixed  with  his  very  perspiration. 

I  retired  with  ray  medical  friend ;  and 
immediately  some  medicines  and  other 
strengthening  aids  were  sent  for  the  poor 
sufferer. 

It  then  struck  me  that  it  was  not  right  to 
leave  this  young  stranger  to  die,  solitary 
and  unattended  by  ministerial  consolation, 
i  tao.-efore  judged  it  to  be  my  path  of  duty 
to  return  to  him.  Accordingly,  I  took  some 
poi*  wine,  directed  a  fumigation  of  nitrous 
a  id,  (Src.  to  be  prepared,  dipp€*d  my  band- 
ker»  hief  in  vinegar,  and  returned  to  the 
bedside  ot  poor  dying  Mowhee. 

I  liad  been  told  that  he  probably  would 
r*Gt  su”vive  the*  ensuing  night.  No  time, 
therefore,  was  to  fjt*  lost,  especially  as  deli¬ 
rium  was  apprehended. 

I  said,  “  Mowhee,  you  seem  very'  ill. 
Idfe  is  always  uncertain.  If  it  be  the  will 
of  God,  I  prav  that  vou  may  recover;  but 
if  not,  1  trust  you  have  got  good  by  coming 
to  England  ” — He  lifted  up  his  bleeding 
ryes,  and  said,  “  I  trust.  Sir,  I  got  good  to 
my  soul  before  1  came  to  England,  when  1 
was  at  Norfolk  Idai.d,  and  in  New  Hol¬ 
land.”  After  a  pause  he  added,  “  Also, 


pause 

since  I  have  atU  iided  the  school,  Mr.  Ha- 
vard  has  been  very  kind,  and  has  taken 
great  pains.  He  often  read  the  Scriptures 
with  me,  and  explained  them.” 

I  said,  “  I  trust,  rny  good  friend,  you  are 
.<'cn>ible  of  your  state  as  a  sinner  before 
fiod.” — He  shook  his  head,  and  replied,  in 
his  usual  manner  of  assent,  “  O  yes !  O 
yes  !  very  sensible  of  that.”  ^ 

1  then  said,  “  I  hope  all  your  depend- 
unco  for  pardon  and  mercy  at  the  hand  of 
God  is  wholly  arrd  entirely  built  on  the 
death  and  merit  of  your  blejssed  Saviour.” 
He  again  shook  his  head,  which  was  his 
ordinary  custom  when  any  thing  interested 
him,  andi  replied,  “O  yes !— O  ves! — on 
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intelligent,  and  seemed  at  those  periods  en¬ 
gaged  in  lifting  up  his  heart  in  prayer  to  God. 

The  next  morning  he  appeared,  for  a 
time,  a  little  revived ;  and  lay  very  tranquil, 
resigned  and  happy.  He  had  been  literally 
in  a  sweat  of  blootl,  but  it  considerably 
abated.  Two  persons  were  with  him,  and 
frequently  bathed  his  face  with  vinegar, 
which  seemed  to  refresh  him. 

About  five  in  the  morning,  one  of  his  at¬ 
tendants  read  by  him  the  prayers  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  visitation  of  the  sick.  He  seem¬ 
ed  to  hear  with  attention,  and  to  be  wholly 
occupied  in  prayer ;  but  nature  was  nearly 
exhausted.  He  lay  in  this  state  till  alx)Ut 
half  past  s«ven,  when  death  closed  his  eyes, 
on  the  28th  day  of  December,  1816;  and 
we  humbly  trust,  that  mortali  ty  %vas  sical- 
ioioed  vp  of  life^  even  life  everlasting  ! 

How  mysterious  is  the  providence  of 
God !  Hotv  luisearchable  are  his  juJg- 
ineniSf  and  his  ways  past  finding  out ! 
Still  we  must  not  be  discouraged.  Our 
work  is  the  Lord’s.  The  event  at  which  we 
aim  is  certain ;  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth  will  become  the  possession  of  the  Son 
of  God ! 

I  had  often  looked  at  Mowhce,  and  anti- ! 
ripatcd  witli  great  delight  the  day  when  he 
would  return  to  New  Zealand,  and  the  na¬ 
tives  would  hear  from  the  lips  of  a  New 
Zealander  of  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ,  From  his  piety,  capacity,  and  ap¬ 
plication,  I  had  fondly  conjectured  that  it 


might  eventually  happen,  that  as  Sattia- 
naden,  Nanajx;ragason,  Adeykalam,  and 
Abraham,  ordained,  by  the  Lutheran 
C'hurch,  native  priests,  are  now  labouring 
in  India  under  the  Society  for  promoting 
C  hristian  Knowledge  ;  so,  I  trusted  it  was 
not  impossible  but  that  Mowhee,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Church  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  might  be  employed  in  New  Zealand, 
and  direct  his  fellow-natives  to  Him  who  is 
the  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world. 

I  felt  it  a  respect  due  to  the  memory  of 
Mowhee  to  preach  a  Funeral  Sermon  on 
the  oiccasion,  on  Sunday  evening,  January 
the  12th.  The  text  was.  Acts  x.  34,  35 — 
Of  a  truthj  I  perceive  that  God  is  no  re¬ 
specter  of  persons  :  but^  in  every  nation,  he 
that  feareth  him,  and  worketh  righteous¬ 
ness,  is  accepted  with  him. 

I  have  only  to  add  one  remark,  which 
much  surprised  myself  and  friends.  It  was 
Mowhee’s  opinion,  that  the  New  Zealanders 
have  no  idea  of  the  Supreme  Being ;  that 
they  perform  no  religious  worship  to  the 
grotesque  figures  found  in  their  possession ; 
and  that  these  strange  and  distorted  figures 
have  no  reference  to  any  religious  use.  I 
have  sifted  him  on  this  subject ;  and  could 
only  discover  that  they  seemed  to  believe  in 
xome  evil  spirit,  named  Atua,  who  greatly 
annoyed  them,  by  entangling  their  nets  and 
oversetting  tlieir  canoes. 

B.  \V. 


TRIPOLI. 


[Concluded  from  page  432.] 


'rHE  climate  of  Tripoli  is,  by  the  Europe- 
afis  resident  there,  considered  as  healthy. 
'Hie  most  prevalent  diseases  are  ophthal¬ 
mia,  chronic  rheumatisms,  white  swellings, 
and  leprosy.  Ophthalmia  is  very  much 
aggravated  by  the  white-w'ashed  walls. 
The  leprosy  forms  blotches;  sometimes 
healing  up,  and  then  breaking  out  afresh ; 


frequently  forming  a  continued  sore.  Me¬ 
dical  and  chirurgical  knowledge  is  very 
limited  :  the  native  physicians  are  few',  aii«l 
have  but  little  practice,  owing  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  health  of  the  inhabitants.  Their  princi¬ 
pal  methods  are,  bleeding,  scarifying,  burn¬ 
ing,  and  cupping.  As  they  depend  chielly 
on  topical  remedies,  burning  is  much  used. 
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n»o  irons  for  this  puqx)se  are  of  different 
.sizes,  with  figures  at  the  ends ;  and  are 
applied,  to  various  parts  of  the  body,  red 
l»ot,  so  ■  as  to  raise  a  blister.  They  have  an 
aversion  to  medicine  taken  internally.  In 
ordinary  cases  of  sickness,  regimen  is  their 
grand  resource.  Amputations  are  quickly 
performed :  the  arteries  are  not  taken  up ; 
but,  when  the  limb  is  off,  the  stump  is  thrust 
into  hot  pitch.  In  public  executions  for 
theft,  the  ofl’ending  hand  is  chopped  off,  and 
the  arm  immediately  put  into  hot  pitch. 
The  Arabs,  and  the  lower  classes  of  the 
Moors,  when  sick,  are  iin{x>sed  on  by  the 
iMarabuts,  who  sell  them  channs  and  amu¬ 
lets.  They  have  no  poor-houses  or  hos¬ 
pitals. 

Among  the  slaves  brought  to  Tripoli 
from  tl»e  interior  of  Africa  are  many  who 
profess  the  Christian  name.  In  order  to 


then  went  direct  north  to  Tripoli,  by  the 
same  rout  as  the  Mamaluke  Reis. 

F rom  the  best  information  that  he  could 
collect,  and  fiorn  putting  circumstance 
together,  Captain  Smyth  is  induced  to  think 
that  the  country  of  these  Christian  tribes  is 
somcw’hcre  about  Wangara.* 

Leaving  tliese  conjectures,  we  return  to 
the  Christian  slaves  brought  to  Tripoli. 

They  are  a  fine  muscular  race  of  Negroes  ; 
but,  in  respect  to  their  minds,  so  ignorant, 
that  they  readily  turn  Mahomedans.  They 
are  unacquaintc*d  with  circumcision  in  their 
country.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  sign  ©f 
the  cross,  that  most  ancient  symbol  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  ;  nor  do  they  appxcar  to  have  any 
Ollier  symljols>;  yet  they  have  the  am E  of 
Christian. 

A  I’rench  captain  in  the  service  of  the 
Bashaw,  who  has  resided  at  Tripoli  tivenly- 


forai  some  conjecture  as  to  the  part  from  I  five  years,  told  Captain  Smyth,  that,  several 
which  they  come,  the  following  cireum- 1  years  ago,  some  of  them  were  brought  fiom 


‘tance  may  projxrly  Ije  stated  here. 

The  great  river  which  is  laid  down  near 


the  interior ;  and  twenty -eight  of  the  finest 
;  Ix-ing  selected  to  be  sent  to  Algiers,  he  w  as 


lat.  in  Arrowsmith’s  Map,  and  con-  [  appointed  (o  transport  diem  thither.  As 

rerning  the  name  of  which  there  is  so  much  !  "  as  bringing  his  vessel  to  an  anchor,  an 

uncertaintv,  is  by  the  natives  called  the  board  one  of' the 

Nile,  'fhey  say  also  that  it  flows  from ,  <^’tristian  ships,  when,  to  his  infinite  sur- 
westtoenst.*  The  present  Bey  of  Fezzan,  '  d.- k  manifested  the  utnio-t 

Mamaluke  Reis,  when  on  his  expeditions  in  '  "P  companions, 

die  service  of  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  thinks  |  ^cr>  ently  embraced  them,  ix)inting  at  die 
that  he  came  to  the  banks  of  this  rive  r.  He  |  time  towards  the  vesse  l  from  w  hich 

represents  it  as  flowing  eastward,  and  Ijear- 1  sound  issued,  and  repeating  the  word, 
ing  large  boats  of  tw’enty  tons  burden*  j  **  ^  !  and  usiirg  ex- 

Here  he  had  skirmishes  with  the  natives,  pressions  which  showexi  diat  they  were  re- 
and  drove  many  of  them  into  the  water ;  or  ^oioded  of  their  ow  n  country.  Asdiisex- 
rather,  it  is  probable  that  they,  knowing  his  clamation  appeanxl  to  be  a  corruption  ot 


errand,  and  better  acquainted  with  the  shal¬ 
lows  of  the  river,  flew  to  it  as  their  only 
n  source  from  slavery. 

Thei*e  is  a  curious  anecdote  ri  luted  of  the 
son  of  the  king  of  Tombucloo,  w  ho  visited 
Tri|)oli  some  years  since,  during  the  reign 
of  th©  yjresent  Bashaw.  Being  prt'sented 
with  the  usual  compliment  of  a  pair  of  pis¬ 
tols,  he  did  not  know  the  nse  of  thpm.  It  is 
no  unlikely  conjecture,  that  this  prince  came 
down  in  boats  from  Toinbuctoo,  as  far  as 
'ho  kij)gdc>ni  of  Kashna  or  Bonrnou ;  and 


the  Italian,  or  of  the  Latin  itself,  he  matle 
his  interpreter  inquire  touching  their  con- 
gi*atuhitions ;  and  found  that  in  theur  na¬ 
tive  towns  a  large  buihling  CH'Cupied  a  cen¬ 
tral  place,  ha\ing  a  Ix-ll  in  it,  which  every 
morning  and  evening  summoned  them  to 

*  In  Arrowsmith'i  rrap.  to  the  westward  ol 
Wangara,  on  the  Great  River,  is  marked  a 
Territory  c’f  white  people,  said  to  be  Chris¬ 
tians,  ace’onling  to  the  Arabs;  and  reported  to 
have  navigated  the  Niger  westward  to  Jerut'. 
in  179^? 


EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN 


prayers;  and  that  in  tliis  building  there 
was  neither  idol,  mat,  nor  divan,  but  that 
the  priest  exhorted  them. 

Another  curious  fact  is,  that  the  late  Bey 
of  Bengali,  who  in  his  boyhood  was  brought 
as  a  slave  to  Tripoli,  recollected  having 
witnessed,  in  his  youth,  some  ceremony 
similar  to  the  celebration  of  mass,  and  the 
use  of  consecrated  wine. 

Captain  Smyth  could  not  find  whether  a 
Manuscript,  or  portion  of  one,  had  ever 
been  observed  in  any  of  their  caravans; 
but  tlie  absence  of  circumcision,  combined 
with  the  circumstance  of  the  bell  and  the 
wine,  sufiiciently  indicate  that  no  Maho- 
medan  doctrines  are  prevalent;  and  he 
conceives,  that,  by  procuring  a  man  and 
educating  him  for  the  purpose,  important 
results  may  be  anticipated,  and  a  road 
opened  to  the  full  discovery  of  those  regions 
>n  the  vicinity  of  the  Leman  Mountains. 

Such  are  the  very  scanty  accounts  which 
we  possess  respecting  these  Christian  tribes. 
Of  their  existence  we  are  w’ell  assured ;  of 
their  country  and  circumstances  we  may 
be  said  to  know  nothing.  But  there  is  one 
particular,  connected  with  their  talc,  which 
appeals  alike  to  our  Christian  and  to  our 
humane  public  charactci':  these  mj.n  are 

SLAVES. 

There  is  reason  for  believing  that  an  ex¬ 
port  slave  trade  exists  along  the  Northern 
('oast  of  Africa,  such  as  may  well  call  for 
the  inquiries  of  those  who  have  so  long  and 
io  successfully  turned  their  attention  to  the 
Western  Coast. 

While  Captain  Smyih  was  on  particular 
/len  ice,  last  March,  at  Lebida,  his  schooner 
then  lying  in  Tripoli  Bay,  one  of  the  officers 
whom  he  had  left  in  charge,  reports,  that  a 
native  vessel  cleared  out  from  Tripoli  with 
slaves  on  board.  Agreeably  to  the  instruc¬ 
tions  w'hich  Captain  Smyth  had  left,  he  went 
on  board  this  vessel,  and  witnessed  such  a 
sgene  as  completely  took  aw^ay  his  appetite 
for  three  days.  The  slaves  were  stowed  so 
close,  gs  srarcelvto  allow  them  room  to  turn 


themselves.  Their  sickness,  stench,  and 
cries,  were  insuflbrable.  Their  destination, 
it  is  conjectured,  was  the  Morea ;  a  country 
depopulated  by  war  and  intestine  feuds :  but 
it  is  probable  that  a  large  proportion  would 
perish  before  they  could  arrive. 

There  is  ground  for  believing  that  this 
fact  does  not  stand  single.  Yet  the  reflec¬ 
tion  now  occurs,  naturally  enough,  that  the 
North  coast  of  Africa  has  attracted  little 
observation.  In  fact  if  you  suppose  a  ship’s 
course  to  lie  from  Gibraltar  by  way  of  Mal¬ 
ta  to  Smyrna,  the  chief  part  of  our  commer¬ 
cial  and  other  proceedings  will  be  found 
either  in  that  lino,  or  north  of  it.  What  ha^ 
been  doing  .'^oulh  of  it  who  is  there  to  tell  ? 

In  this  slave  trade  there  are  some  circum¬ 
stances  peculiarly  painful: — (1.)  On  pro¬ 
curing  these  slaves  from  the  interior,  they 
have  to  marcli  them  over  tracts  of  burning 
sand  of  a  very  great  extent.  The  sick,  w  e 
learn,  are  brought  on  camels,  two  slung  on 
each  side ;  a  slow  jolting  pace,  and  a  burn¬ 
ing  <;un  and  desert  their  lot !  (‘2.)  Ves.«els 

likely  to  be  employed  for  fliesc  puri^oses  arf 
probably  of  the  most  cramping  and  Aims 
construction.  (3.)  As  the  “middle  pas¬ 
sage”  is  comparafivcly  short,  the  owners 
arc  more  likely  to  stow  the  unhap|iy\ sutler- 
ers  close,  and  to  lay  in  a  precarious  stork 
of  provisions. 

With  respect  to  slavery  at  Tripoli,  som*. 
mitigating  circumstances  arc  mentioned  hy 
Captain  .Smylli ;  such  as,  tliat  pregnant  wo¬ 
men  arc  not  sold  as  slaves.  The  children 
of  slaves  are  free.  .Slaves  are  p<?rinitted  to 
plead  their  own  cause. From  these  state¬ 
ments,  it  w  ould  appear  that  Europeans  may 
learn  something  oven  from  Africans. 

It  is  important  to  observe  how  extensive 
a  tract  of  coast  belongs  to  the  Regency  oi 
Tripoli,  from  about  the  11th  to  the  2*th 
degree  of  East  Longitude. 

I  have  been  informed,  too,  by  another' 
very  respectable  authority,  that  slaves,  discon¬ 
tented  with  their  roasters,  may  claim  the  privi'' 

of  bein»  to  ^  new 
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A  CLERCfYMAN,  who  has  a  monthly 
aiettiiij  among  his  parishioners,  to  read  re¬ 
ports  of  Missionary  labours,  and  to  pray  for 
llie  blessing  of  God  upon  them,  has  given  an 
account  of  the  zeal  of  a  poor  womhn  in  sup¬ 
port  of  this  great  cause,  which  may  serve  as 
an  example  toothers.  Writing  to  his  bro¬ 
ther,  he  says — 


only  meal,  she  has,  for  some  months,  de¬ 
prived  herself  of  sugar,  in  order  to  contri¬ 
bute  her  penny,  which  she  does  with  great 
regularity  every  week.  But  not  content 
with  this,  as  she  obtains  a  livelihood  by  go- 
ing  about  with  a  .basket  which  contain^ 
needles,  cotton,  &c.  she  begged  of  me  to 
write  a  few  lines,  to  authorize  her  to  rciccive 
any  mite  \vhich  she  could  collect  in  her  dally 
perambulations  from  house  to  house,  that 
she  might  have  a  chance  of  getting  a  penny, 
even  where  she  could  not  sell  her  needles  : 
and,  indeed,  I  think  I  may  safely  say,  that 
she  is  not  more  gratified  when  she  takes 
sixpence  for  herself,  than  when  she  receives 
a  penny  for  the  Missionary  Fund.  By  ihi- 
means  she  generally  brings  in  about  thre* 
shillings  every  month,  in  addition  to  her  own 
fourpence. 

Such  an  instance  shames  me.  True  cha¬ 
rity  begins  only  with  sflf-dfxial.  With 
such  testimonies  in  your  favour,  who  can¬ 
not  predict  that  your  cause  will  eventually 
i  pro>|^r  ^ 


My  monthly  Misionary  meeting  is,  in-j 
deed,  delightful.  You  W'ould  be  highly  j 
gratified,  at  witnessing  the  earnest  prayers 
that  are  there  offered  up  in  behalf  of  the 

I 

poor  Heathen,  the  interest  produced  by 
reading  Missionary  anecdotes,  and  the  un¬ 
common  readiness  and  willingness  in  the 
poor  pe  ople  to  contribute  their  pence  to¬ 
wards  so  glorious  a  cause.  One  of  the  pook- 
FST  women  (yet  one  of  the  richest  in  the 
true  sense)  in  the  parish,  was  heard  to  say, 
that  she  would  give  her  |)enny  a  week,  if 
she  took  it  from  her  food :  and  she  has  lite¬ 
rally  been  as  good  tis  her  word ;  for,  though 
Va  was  her  only  beverage,  and  often  her 


COJ\'CLUSIOJ<'  OF  THE  HEVEATEEXTH  REPORT  OF  THE  CHURCH 
MISiSlOjXARY  SOCIETY y  LOXDOJY. 


THE  number  of  stations  which  the  So¬ 
ciety  occupies,  including  the  schools  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  Tranquebar  Mission, 
amounts  to  about  forty-fivk.  In  these 
stations  there  are  upwards  of  eighty  Chris¬ 
tian  TEACHERS,  of  the  various  descriptions 
of  missionaries,  readers  of  the  Scripture, 
schoolmasters,  and  settlers,  who  are  labour¬ 
ing  to  make  known  to  all  around  them  the 
truths  of  the  everlasting  Gos|X)l.  These 
Christian  teachers  |)ay  especial  attention  to 
the  education  of  the  young ;  and  have  about 
THREE  THOUSAND  CHILDREN  Ulldcr  their 

caret  of  wj^pm  at  least  fopr  hundred  are 


w’HOLLY  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
Society.  Besides  these  children,  there  arc 
MANY  adult  scholars  ;  AND  THE  COSPEl 
OF  CHRIST  Also  1?  REGULARLY  PREACHED 
TO  THOUSANDS  OF  THF  HEATHEN.  In  Va¬ 
rious  places  it  has  been  blessed  to  thf 

CONVERSION  OF  BOTH  YOUNG  AND  ADULT 

HEATHEN — and,  from  all  the  chief  scenes  of 
the  Society’s  labours,  some  have  fallen 
asleep  in  Christ ;  and  have  been  gathered 
into  the  garner  of  heaven,  as  the  first-fruit*^ 
of  the  harvest  which  will  assuredly  follow*. 

That  the  fields  are  already  ichite  unto  tht, 
harvest y  we  may  now  li  ft  up  our  eyes  anu 


•  ^ 
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behold!  The  signs  of  (he  ^imes  multiply 
fast  upon  us.  Millions  of  the  heathen  seem 
to  stretch  forth  their  imploring  hands  to  us, 
with  the  address  of  the  Greeks  to  Philip — 
tiir !  we  would  see  Jesus! — and  with  the 
entreaty  of  the  man  of  Macedonia  to  St 
Paul  -Come  over  and  help  us  ! — We  see  the 
Diviiie  blessing  jK>ured  out  on  the  exertions 
of  Christian.-^  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  their 
Lord.  Jews,  Mahomedans,  and  Heathens, 
are  bowing  down  Ix^fore  Him;  and  ollering 
Him  that  sacrifice  of  a  broken  and  contrite 
hcai  t,  which  is  His  own  gift  to  them,  axid 
which  at  their  hands  he  will  not  despise. 

Ft  is  true  we  are  girding  ourselves  to  a 
dreadful  contest;  and  we  need  the  whole 
armour  of  God,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil :  for  lliat 
malicious  adversary  will  not  easily  be 
driven  from  his  dwelling  among  the  tombs 
of  the  heathen.  And  we  must  be  prepared 
for  the  t  on  flic  t — ^drong  in  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  power  of  His  might. 

And  this  is  the  confidence  of  true  Chris- 
tiaii.s.  They  fight  the  battles  of  tlieir  I.oixl. 
They  are  guided  by  His  unerring  wisdom. 
They  lean  on  His  almighty  arm.  They 
draw  down  His  blessings  by  unwearied 
prayer. 

And  it  is  the  inaniie.st  increase  of  this  spi¬ 
rit  of  prayer  which  chiefly  encourages  the 
hopes  of  the  discerning  Christian.  It  is  dif- 
fii>ing  itself  widely,  your  Committee  rejoice 
to  report,  among  the  members  of  the  so¬ 
ciety.  The  |>ersons  who  are  principally 
engaged  in  carrying  on  its  concerns,  are* 
accustomed  to  meet  every  Saturday  even¬ 
ing,  for  tlie  express  purpose  of  invoking  the 
blessing  of  God  on  the  plans  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Socie*ty,  and  on  those  of  all 
similar  bodies — many  clergymen  assemble 
iTieir  fi  iend>,  at  stated  times,  for  the  same  | 
purpose — the  d»*vo!ioiLS  of  the  closet,  and  of 
ihe  family,  and  of  the  house  of  God,  seem 


all  to  Ixj  imbued  more  and  more  with  that 
spirit  of  prayer,  which  will  not  give  Hun 
rest  until  He  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in 
the  earth — and  tlie  labourers  themselves 
meet,  at  stated  season.s,  for  united  prayer. 
Your  Committee  afl'cetionately  urge  this 
duty  of  intercession  on  all  the  memlx?rs  of 
the  Society;  that  the  blessing  which  will 
then  assuredly  follow,  being  vouchsafed  in 
answer  to  the  supplications  of  many,  may, 
by  the  thanksgivings  of  many,  redound  to 
the  glory  of  God.  For  w  hat  may  not  be 
ex|)ected,  w  litm  the  spirit  of  grace  and  sup¬ 
plication  is  thus  {Kiured  out  on  the  servants 
of  Christ ! 

Let  us  cultivate  that  spirit.  Let  us  exalt, 
not  ourselves,  but  our  Lord.  Let  us  foster 
a  kind  disposition  to  all  our  fellow-Chri«)- 
tiauis, — rejoicing  with  them  that  rejoice, 
and  weeping  with  them  that  weep.  We  may 
be  misunderstood  and  misrepresented  by 
some.  AVe  may  be  suspected  of  sinister 
ends  and  ^vrong  motives  by  others.  Our 
plans  and  purposes  may  be  branded,  by  a 
few,  as  madness  and  folly.  We  may  be 
assailed  by  numberless  dilhculties.  We 
may  be  disappointed  in  men  and  in  mea¬ 
sures.  That  fails,  on  which  we  had  looketl 
with  fond  expectation;  and  tint  prospers, 
of  w  hich  w  e  had  accounted  little.  And,  in 
die  midst  of  all  w'e  are  compelled  to  feel 
our  ow  n  ignorance  and  weakness,  and  to 
cry,  ll  ho  is  sujficicnt  for  these  things? 
But  we  know  on  whose  shoulders  the  go- 
vernmtnl  is  laid. — We  know  who  it  is  that 
must  reign  till  all  enemies  be  put  under  His 
feet.  And,  if  that  gracious  Saviour,  who 
hath  redeemed  our  own  souls  unto  God  b} 
His  blood,  shall  be  pleased  to  bless  our  en¬ 
deavours,  we  know  that  He  can  render  even 
feeble  worms  kings  and  priests  unto  God 
I  and  His  Father — and  make  even  us  the  sue- 
:  ccssful  heralds  of  His  mercy  to  the  perilling 
world. 


Js'OTICE  TO  CORRESPO.yDEXTS. 

AMICUS  will  accept  our  thanks  for  the  MSS  he  has  sent  to  us. 

LAICUS  is  received,  and  will  be  inserted.  Such  fMymen  may  do  much  good, 
by  employing  their  pens  in  the  cause  of  truth.  We  hope,  Laicus  will  often 
confer  on  us  similar  favours. 


